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^               Glimpses  of  Life's 

Other  Side  ^ 

By  NUHMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY 

"I  half  wish  I  had  never  gonel"  aaid     at  breathless 

speed 

as  the 

liitla  group     how  ip  the  cells  where  id  periods  of  raging 

one. 

"I  should  like  to  waken  up  tomorrow 
and  find  it  bad  been  a  dream  and  there 
was  no  such  place  nor  any  need  of  it," 
said  another. 

"I  hope,"  said  a  third,  "that  the  day 
will  come  when  the  conditions  which 
eive  rise  to  this  sort  of  thing  will  have 
been  removed." 

It  was  a  group  of  legislators  speaking 
who  were  returning  to  Ekimonton  after 
having  spent  four  or  five  hours  looking 
over  tne  Mental  Hospital  at  Ponoka. 

They  were  a  serious  group.  Scenes 
had  been  etched  on  their  minds  that  ne\er 
would  be  erased.  Fares  were  photo- 
graphed there  that  would  appear  acain 
to  haunt  them  long  years  hence.  Voices 
were  recorded  in  the  brain  that  the  needle 
of  memory  would  awaken  in  manv  a  quiet 
hour  of  reflection  in  the  years  that  were 
to  be.  The  harmonies  of  life  would 
forever  be  somewhat  jangled  with  a 
strange  discordant  medley.  In  their 
hearts  was  a  new,  an  added,  tenderness 
for  humanity.  To  the  list  of  heroic  bur- 
den bearers  of  the  social  order  a  new 
category  had  been  supplied;  that  of  the 
men  and  women  who  minister  to  minds 
diseased." 

Of  the  four  groups  into  which  the 
twenty-two  legislators  and  press  repre- 
sentatives had  been  divided,  we  nere  the 
last  to  leave  the  superintendent's  office. 
Before  setting  out  on  our  tour,  ve  had  the 
advantage  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  more 
with  Dr.  E.  H.  Cooke,  head  of  the  insti- 
tution. From  him  we  learned  that  the 
hospital  houses  at  present  some  1050 
patients.  Last  year  there  was  exactly 
one  admission  for  each  day,  the  three 
hundred  and  sixty-sixth  patient  arriving 
just  an  hour  before  the  year  closed.  The 
number  under  treatment  was  of  course 
much  greater.  Having  received  some 
valuable  information  as  to  the  general 
classification  of  patients  we  set  out,  Miss 
Stewart,  superintendent  of  nurses,  and  a 
male  attendant  taking  up  the  rear  of  the 
small  party. 

New  Phasa  of  Human  Life 

The  master  key  of  the  superintendent 
opened  doors  on  new  phases  of  human 
life,  disclosed  many  devices  and  appliances 
of  which  we  might  have  heard  the  names 
but  with  which  we  were  happily  unfamiliar. 
Large  rooms  with  seventy  to  one  hundred 
patients  enjoying  themeeives  in  their  own 
pecuhar  distraught  way;  three  playing 
solitaire  at  one  table;  a  boy  of  fifteen 
making  rhythm  with  the  noise  of  two  beef 
bones;  a  man  exhibiting  newly  skinned 
shins,  glorying  in  the  evidence  of  his 
fight,  talking  sensibly  for  a  moment,  then 
squaring  himself  while  in  a  torrent  of 
words  he  lays  claim  to  haying  defeated 
all  the  great  heavyweights  since  the  days 
of  Corbett  and  Fitzsimmons;  a  young 
man,  head  shorn  close,  eyes  eager  and 
restless,  his  face  an  interrogation  mark, 
his  arms  tied  across  his  breast  with  the 
sleeves  and  posterior  straps  of  a  strait- 

Iacket,  arms  that  had  to  be  prevented 
rom  making  end  by  hanging  of  that 
pitiful  life;  in  bed  in  the  adjoining  dormi- 
tory, an  ageing  figure  with  an  intellectual 
faoa  reclining  at  a  game  of  cribbage 
with  a  fellow  inmate,  while  from  another 
bed  across  the  way  a  dishevelled  head 
emerges  to  shout  strings  of  filthy  epithets 


The  key  turned  the  lock  oD  another 
ward.  Here  was  a  more  vicroua,  a 
menacing  tvpe.  A  big  Swede  witli  a 
booming  voice  leans  forward  and  (glares 
at  you  while  he  shouts  an  unintelligible 
lingo  of  broken  English.  An  elderly  man 
advances  rapidly  with  a  fist  full  of  folded 
papers,  frayed  from  much  handling;  he 
plucks  one  from  the  sheaf,  and  flourishing 
It  dramatically,  ohouts  that  it  is  a  mes- 
sage from  Ciod  who  is  shortly  to  destroy 
the  hospital,  the  Government,  and  all 
other  created  tliintrs.  As  we  pass  on  his 
denunciations,  which  have  risen  to  a 
crescendo  of  unintclliifible  shrieks,  die 
suddenly  amid  chucHes  from  queer  faces 
which  seem  to  ssy  that  here  is  one  even 
crazier  than  they. 

A  Homicidal  Type 

A  menacing,  skulking  figure  approaches 
Dr.  Cooke  from  behind,  with  fist  clenched 
to  strike  a  mighty  blow.  The  downward 
descent  of  the  arm  is  arrested  by  some 
inward  for^e  and  the  blow  spends  itself 
in  a  gentle  shove.  The  doctor  turns  and 
speaks  a  quiet  word:  with  leering  face  the 
man  slinks  away.  He  has  twice  assaulted 
the  doctor  with  homicidal  intent,  once 
with  a  chair  One  of  our  number  be- 
comes the  centre  of  a  groun  from  which 
he  can  hardly  get  away.  We  pass  along 
a  corridor  flanked  with  cells  in  which 
men  pace  swiftly  to  and  fro  from  wall 
to  wall  yelling  horribly.  You  have  a 
queer  feeling  up  the  spine  and  experience 
some  fear  for  the  member  of  the  party 
left  behind.  You  are  reassured  by  the 
steady  stride  of  the  doctor's  military 
figure  and  the  unflinching  presence  of 
the  lady  nurse. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  figures  that 
resolve  themselves  from  this  flitting  film 
of  fevered  human  life  as  we  emerge  from 
the  men's  wards. 

In  the  Women's.  Ward 
But  the  women's  wards!  The  pen 
hesitates.  What  shall  we  write  of  all 
those  things?  Anything  at  all?  Around 
the  big  iron  stove  in  the  station  after- 
wards, while  we  waited  for  the  train,  we 
decided  that  THERE  was  tragedy  indeed. 
There  was  more  excitement,  more  speech, 
more  movement.  Some  made  love  to  the 
doctor  and  shyer  advances  to  other  mem- 
bers of  the  party.  Some  complained: 
some  pleaded;  some  cajoled;  some  hurled 
foul  names;  others  terms  of  endearment. 
Our  visit  at  the  supper  hour  had  to  be 
hastily  curtailed  as  one  of  the  inmates 
hurled  her  dishes  and  shouted  hateful 
things,  brandishing  a  folded  magazine 
at  the  lady  member  of  the  group.  We 
write  a  period  to  the  paragraph  and  draw 
the  curtain  of  silence  on  the  scene. 

Care  of  Special  Cases 

We  were  shown  the  bath  rooms,  scru- 
pulously clean.  The  more  complex  bath 
rooms  where  pathetic  cases  that  seem  to 
have  lost  interest  in  life  are  aroused  to 
greater  sensitivity  by  hydro-therapy.  We 
saw  electric  baths,  cage  beds,  of  which  the 
institution  has  but  four,  cells  in  which 
on  a  low  bed  so  near  the  floor  as  to  prevent 
self-hurt  on  the  part  of  epileptics  in 
spasms  of  violence,  strange  figures  cow- 
ered. Everywhere  was  evidence  to  be 
seen  of  the  application  of  thought  to  the 
needs  of  special  oases.    We  were  shown 


the  very  paint  off  the  walls;  and  were 
struck  by  the  difficulties  met  in  feeding 
and  taking  care  of  such  patients  at  these 
times. 

We  saw  doctors'  oflfices  where  patients 
were  examined  for  minor  defects,  a  dental 
room  with  up-to-date  appliances;  a  fully 
eciuifiped  X-ray  apparatus,  a  laboratory 
where  tissue  was  examined  and  experi- 
ments were  tabulated  for  the  advancement 
of  the  science  of  psycho-therapy.  We 
were  told  how  an  Austrian  scientist  had 
stumbled  on  the  idea  that  a  high  fever 
which  could  be  controlled  would  effect  a 
cure  of  general  paralysis;  and  how  that 
what  was  known  as  "benign  malaria," 
which  was  intermittent  in  f-naracter  and 
could  be  controlled  at  any  time  by  use  of 
quinine  was  given  to  patients  and  resulted 
in  complete  cure. 

Cooking  and  Eating  Arranrements 

The  arrangements  for  cooking  and  eat- 
ing ioipressed  us  as  splendidly  efficient. 
Tne  dining  rooms  are  very  large  and  one 
was  again  struck  by  the  thought  that  it 
is  fortunate,  that  the  mentally  deranged 
do  not  know  how  to  co-operate  for  given 
ends,  because  some  of  these  rooms  held 
sixteen  tables  seating  fourteen  patients, 
each.  The  occupational  rooms  with  their 
basketry,  and  carpentry,  hook  rugs, 
needlework,  pastel  painting  and  other 
devices  to  restore  "insight"  to  these  be- 
wildered folk,  were  of  much  interest. 
The  splendid  recreational  hall  with  its 
high  ceiling  and  dancing  floor  and  fine 
lighting  would  be  the  pride  of  any  com- 
munity, it  had  been  very  tastefully 
decorated  in  light  colours  with  those 
fanciful  touches  dear  to  the  feminine 
mind.  Here  was  displayed  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  large  masses  of  primary 
color  act  as  an  irritant.  There  were  no 
poster  effects. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  not  a  member  of 
the  inspecting  group  but  was  glad  tu  get 
back  to  the  offices  of  the  superintendent; 
glad  to  leave  that  strange  world  behind: 
glad  to  rest  after  what  seemed  several 
miles  of  walking  through  corridors  and 
wards;  glad  that  if  he  himself  had  ever 
had  any  doubts  as  to  his  own  sanity,  the 
world  had  never  questioned  it  to  the 
extent  of  sending  him  to  that  institution. 

A  Few  Practical  Considerations 

Reducing  one's  impressions  to  a  few 
practical  considerations,  especially  in  the 
light  of  the  criticism  recently  directed  at 
this  phase  of  the  activities  of  the  Minister 
of  Health,  the  following  emerge:  There 
is  some  overcrowding.  Not  that  there  is 
lack  of  space.  In  even  the  most  densely 
peopled  ward  there  is  plenty  of  room;  but 
out  of  the  aeroplane  shaped  wings  which 
accommodate  the  patients  in  beautifully 
sunny  and  well  ventilated  dormitories,  the 
inmates  gather  for  social  contact  in  the 
central  room.  There  are  too  many  of 
them  together  at  a  given  time.  No  small 
group  of  attendants  or  nurses  can  ade- 
quately meet  every  contingency  which 
might  arise.  It  would  seem  to  the  lay- 
man that  a  greater  differentiation  as  to 
type  would  be  advantageous.  That  is  to 
say  the  patients  might  be  graded  more. 
It  would  undoubtedly  be  nearer  the  ideal 
if  certain  of  the  more  tractable  and  quiet 
types  could  be  given  more  liberty.  With- 
(CJoiitisiied  OD  psgp  IS) 
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EDITORIAL 

The  Wheat  Pool  debate  in  the  Legislature  is  over, 
and  we  extend  our  condolences  to  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  Conservative  party.  Party  discipline,  we  suppose, 
is  party  discipline.    But  where  was  Mr.  Duggan? 

*  *  * 

It  was  not  a  Conservative  newspaper,  but  the  Edmon- 
ton Bulletin  which,  after  quoting  the  Conservative  leader 
to  the  length  of  six  columns,  in  opposition  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Wheat  Pool  bill,  allotted  a  little  more  than 
a  column  to  the  six  speeches  in  support. 

The  BuUetin  no  doubt  was  actuated  like  the  leader 
solely  by  consideration  of  "the  interests  of  the  37,000 
oidinary  Pool  farmers."  The  vote  on  the  second  reading 
showed  that  there  are  only  three  members  of  the  Alberta 
Legislature,  all  from  city  constituencies,  who  are  de- 
sirous of  protecting  "the  interests  of  the  ordinary  Pool 
farmers."  It  is  gratifying  to  have  this  reassurance  that 
a  portion  of  the  press  is  devoted  to  their  interests. 

*  *  « 

As  it  is  credibly  reported  that  two  ot  the  Conservatives 
were  somewhat  reluctant  to  oppose  the  principle  of  the 
Wheat  Pool  bill,  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  Mr. 
McGillivray  is  the  only  member  of  the  Alberta  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  who  is  a  whole-heaited  and  dependable 
supporter  of  "the  interests  of  the  37,000  ordinary  Pool 
farmers."  In  their  behalf  he  is  willing  to  sacrifice  even 
tike  interests  of  the  party  which  he  leads. 

*  *  * 

GRADING  GARNET  WHEAT 
ElMwbere  in  thin  issue  we  publish  h  report  of  a  meeting 
held  in  Ottawa,  attended  by  representatives  of  various  in- 
terests, and  by  oflRcers  of  the  Departments  of  Agriculture  and 
Trade  and  Commerce,  at  which  it  was  agreed  that  "providiDg 
no  seriously  adverse  oritioisms  were  received,   toe  Grain 
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Board  would  be  expected  to  allow  Garnet  wheat  to  go  into 
the  same  grades  as  Marquis  for  the  1029  crop."  It  was  also 
recommended  that  certain  trial  shipments  be  made,  in  order 
that  foreign  fand  also  domestic)  millers  might  report  on  re- 
sults obtained.    This  proposal  will  be  carried  out. 

*  *  * 

WHAT  IS  PROSPERITY? 

What  is  prosperity'  The  people  of  the  United  States  have 
it  in  abunaance,  according  to  aggregate  statistics,  yet  James 
J.  Davis,  the  U.S.  Secretary  of  Labor,  as  recently  quoted  by 
the  Calgary  Alherlan,  states  that  "86  per  cent  of  Americans 
are  poor."  Figures  comfiiled  by  the  Federal  Trade  Commis- 
sion at  Washington  show  that  1  per  cent  of  the  people  own 
69  per  cent  of  the  country's  wealth,  13  per  cent  own  90  per 
cent,  while  87  per  cent  of  the  population  own  10  per  cent 
of  the  wealth  of  the  republic.  Of  the  total  national  income, 
50  per  cent  goes  to  capital. 

Startling  inequalities  of  this  character  are  not  confined  to 
the  United  States.  British  statistics  are  also  very  impressive. 
And  in  Canada  there  is  exa'-tiy  the  same  tendency  at  work 
as  elsewhere.  We  are  certainly  not  in  a  position  to  give 
thanks  that  "we  are  not  as  these  others."  We  have  no  just 
grounds  for  national  self-complacency,  even  though  inequality 
may  not  have  reached  such  extremes  in  this  country  as  yet, 
as  in  some  of  the  older  commercial  regions  of  the  world. 

When  we  turn  to  the  annual  budget  statements  of  Ministers 
of  Finance,  comparative  figures  of  this  sort  are  conspicuously 
lacking.  Vet  it  is  vital  to  the  future  of  our  civilization  that 
the  facts  should  be  widely  known,  and  that  the  tendency  to 
increased  inequality  should  be  arrested.  Much  can  be  done 
through  the  development  of  co-operation.  James  P.  Warbasse, 
the  wealthy,  public  spirited  New  EnglanHer  who  recently 
visited  Alberta  to  speak  on  the  movement  which  he  has  done 
BO  much  to  advance,  rightly  dwelt  upon  the  very  great  possi- 
bihties  of  this  form  of  activity.  There  is,  however,  a  place  for 
fiscal  intervention  as  veil. 

And,  incidentally,  newspapers  can  be  much  better  employed 
in  calling  attention  to  existing  disparities,  and  in  seeking  means 
for  their  removal,  than  in  launching  cpmpaigns.  in  the  spirit 
of  present-day  Italy,  rather  than  of  the  England  of  Milton  or 
Shelley,  or  the  Canada  of  Mackenzie  and  Papineau,  against 
any  elements  in  the  population  whose  protest  may  take  uncon- 
ventional forms. 

Some  forms  of  protest  are  wiser  than  others,  and  some 
methods  of  goinir  about  the  job  of  rectifying  existing  inequali- 
ties are  sounder  than  others.  But  the  citizen  of  the  modern 
world  who  is  not  dominated  bv  the  bizarre  social  philosophy 
of  Fascism,  and  vet  can  read  of  the  widening  gulf  between  the 
classes  without  Viecoming  in  some  sort  a  rebel,  is  surely  ill- 
equipped  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship. 

«      •  • 

BEAR  BRUNT  OF  STRUGGLE  FOR  PUBLIC  RIGHTS 

"The  interests  of  Labor  and  of  the  wheat-growers  are  always 
ably  championed  bv  their  representatives  in  Parliament;  but 
it  is  hardly  fair  tiiat  they  and  the  handful  of  Progressive 
members  should  have  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  struggle  for  the 
rights  of  the  general  producing  and  consuming  public."— 
Canadian  Frrum. 

•  •  • 

The  Wheat  Pool  Bill  has  passed  the  committee  stage  in  the 
Legislature,  and  awaits  third  reading.  A  refiort  of  the  dis- 
cussion in  committee  will  be  given  next  week. 
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Wheat  Pool  Bill  Passes  Second  Reading  in 
Assembly,  Only  A.  A.  McGillivray  and 
Two  Lieutenants  Opposing 

Strong  Support  Oiven  by  All  Other  Groups  in  Legislature  to  Measure  Introduced  in  Behalf  of  37,000  Pool  Farmers — Assembly 
Hears  Echoes  of  Keay  Case — McQillivray  Makes  Strong  Dialectical  Effort  in  Speech  Against  Bill — Supporters 
Uphold  Right  of  Pool  to  Conduct  Own  Business  in  Own  Way — Pool's  Bight  to  Handle  Members'  Wheat 

at  Cost 


STAFF  CORRESPONDENCE 


EDMONTON,  Feb.  25.— Moving  this 
afternoon  the  second  reading  of  Bill 
No.  5,  "An  Act  Respecting  the  Alberta 
Wheat  Pool",  Gordon  Walker  fU.F.A.), 
Claresholm  precipitated  what  promises  to 
be  one  of  the  keenest  debates  of  the 
present  session.  His  speech  was  reported 
in  the  Wheat  Pool  section  of  the  last 
issue  of  The  U.F.A.  The  closing  para- 
graph of  the  speech,  which  was  delivered 
in  a  clear  and  forceful  way,  set  forth  in 
brief  the  objects  of  the  legislation  sought 
as  being  "that  this  co-operative  body 
known  as  'The  Wheat  Pool'  shall  be  able 
to  conduct  their  own  business  in  their 
own  way  and  collectively  accomplish  the 
most  for  the  separate  individuals  by 
insuring  that  no  interference  on  technical 
grounds  shall  defeat  this  object." 

A  closely  reasoned,  well  prepared 
speech,  delivered  with  all  the  dialetical 
skill  of  which  that  well  known  pleader, 
A.  A.  McGillivray,  Leader  of  the  Con- 
servative Party,  is  capable,  occupied  the 
next  hour  and  a  half,  at  the  close  of 
which  he  offered  an  amendment,  seconded 
by  his  colleague  John  Irwin,  Calgary, 
which  meant  giving  the  bill  a  six  month's 
hoist  without  second  reading  or  that 
careful  consideration  with  all  interests 
involved  able  to  attend  which  is  given  in 
committee  before  third  reading. 

A  few  words  from  the  Minister  of 
Public  Works  and  the  Premier  drew  at- 
tention to  this  latter  point  and  the 
amendment  went  down  to  defeat  amid 
a  chorus  of  'Noes." 

WHERE  IS  McGILLIVRAT'S 
MANDATE  FOR  FARMERS? 

In  the  few  minutes  remaining  for  dis- 
cussion on  the  main  question  Mr.  Mc- 
pherson dealt  with  the  question  asked 
by  the  Conservative  leader  as  to  the 
mandate  of  the  Assembly  to  pass  this 
legislation.  The  duly  elected  represen- 
tatives of  a  section  of  the  people  of  the 
Province  combined  for  their  own  pur- 

Eoses  had  formulated  certain  wants  and 
rought  them  before  the  Legislature  in 
the  form  of  this  bill.  Would  Mr.  Mc- 
Gillivray throw  them  out  without  even 
consideration  in  committee?  Where  was 
Mr.  McGillivray's  mandate  to  so  concern 
himself  about  the  interests  of  these 
37,000  farmers? 

OPENS  ATTACK  ON 
WHEAT  POOL  BILL 

Mr.  McGillivray  opened  his  attack 
on  the  Wheat  Pool  bill  by  saying  that 
at  no  time  had  he  or  his  party  in  the 
Assembly  attacked  the  Alberta  Wheat 
Pool.  "The  basic  idea  of  collective  mar- 
keting of  wheat  was  not  new  to  Alberta. 
Messrs.  J.  H.  Woods  of  the  Calgary 
Beraid  and  John  Imrie  of  the  Edmonton 
Journal  had  been  responsible  for  its 
introduction  to  Alberta.  fRoars  of 
laughter  from  U.F.A.  members).  They 
had  brought  in  the  great  marketing 
erpert  Sapiro;   had   brought   about  the 


Protesting  that  he  was  actuated  by  one  consideration  only,  "the 
interest  of  the  37,000  ordinary  Pool  farmers,"  A.  A.  McGillivray,  Conaerv- 
ative  leader,  introduced  a  motion  in  the  Legislature  on  February  25th 
to  kill  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  bill  by  giving  the  measure  "six  months' 
hoist."  Mr.  McGillivray  advanced  in  support  of  his  motion  many 
arguments  used  in  the  Keay  action  against  the  Pool  recently  heard  in 
the  courts.  The  motion  was  rejected  amid  much  applause,  U.F.A., 
Labor  and  Liberal  members  present  solidly  supporting  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  bill,  with  only  Mr.  McGillivray  and  two  of  his  lieutenants 
opposing. 

Mr.  McGillivray's  "mandate"  to  speak  for  the  37,000  Pool  farmers 
was  challenged  by  O.  L.  McPherson,  who  pointed  out  that  the  bill  had 
been  unanimously  approved  by  the  Pool  delegates,  who  discussed  Pool 
affairs  very  fully  at  meetings  of  members  throughout  the  Province, 
and  in  this  matter  had  taken  action  in  their  behalf.  Premier  Brownlee 
declared  that  he  knew  of  no  Pool  farmer,  except  Mr.  Keay,  who  had  felt 
aggrieved,  and  he  had  apparently  been  content  until  by  some  peculiar 
circumstance  he  found  himself  in  the  "sanctum  of  the  newly  appointed 
Moses  of  the  Grain  Trade." 

Other  speakers  in  behalf  of  the  bill  were  W.  H.  Shield,  Macleod,  who 
spoke  as  a  representative  of  a  constituency  where  "eighty  to  ninety 
per  cent  of  the  farmers  were  Wheat  Pool  members;"  John  Buckley, 
Gleichen;  R.  M.  McCool,  Cochrane;  J.  R.  Love,  Wainwright;  J.  T. 
Shaw,  Liberal  leader,  who  stated  that  the  Pool  Directors  would  be 
recreant  to  their  trust  if  they  did  not  seek  to  remedy  by  legislation  any 
weakness  in  the  original  charter  which  litigation  had  revealed;  and  Gordon 
Walker,  the  mover  of  second  reading,  who  closed  the  debate. 

A  report  of  the  discussion  of  the  bill  in  committee  will  be  given  in 
our  next  issue. 


formation  of  the  committee  of  sixteen, 
and  "the  Greenfield  Government  got 
in  on  the  band  wagon  as  it  wizzed  by.' 

There  was  no  magic  in  the  word  co- 
operation. Any  attempt  to  make  the 
Wheat  Pool  a  political  instrument  would 
lead  to  its  disintegration.  Members 
sitting  on  the  Government  side  would 
therefore  surely  consider  the  bill  not 
as  politicians  but  as  legislators  determin- 
ed to  see  that  no  injustice  was  done  to 
the  thousands  of  farmers  involved  who 
had  no  political  thought  or  motive  in 
embracing  the  scheme.  He  maintained 
that  the  bill  was  so  dishonest  in  character 
"as  to  be  shocking  to  the  conscience  of 
any  thoughtful  man  or  woman  who 
approaches    its    consideration  without 

Erejudice  or  bias."  He  held  no  brief 
efore  the  Assembly  for  the  man  Harold 
William  Keay.  The  injustice  proposed 
to  him  was  unimportant  as  compared 
\tith  that  sought  to  be  imposed  upon 
thousands  of  other  Pool  farmers  whose 
legal  rights  before  the  courts  would  by 
it  De  barred. 

The  matter  had  nothing  to  do  with 
disputes  between  the  Grain  Trade  and 
the  Pool.  It  was  a  matter  as  to  whether 
the  Pool  Executive  proposed  to  deal 
fairly  with  its  ov.a  members. 

The  Conservative  leader  bad  no  doubt 


that  re-application  for  incorporation 
would  never  have  bee^  made  were  it 
not  for  the  action  of  Keay  now  before 
the  courts.  The  bill  proposed  to  block 
any  similar  action  on  the  part  of  the- 
thousands  of  other  Pool  members  who 
otherwise  would  have  the  ri^ht  to  such 
action.  The  re-incorporation  clauses 
were  "a  cloak  to  cover  up  the  real  object 
and  purpose  of  the  bill  which  is  to  pro- 
tect the  Pool  executive  against  the  mis- 
handling of  the  growers'  money." 

DISTRIBUTION  OF 
ELEVATOR  SURPLUS 

The  charge  was  made  by  Keay,  said 
Mr.  McGilhvray,  that  the  Pool  Executive 
had  taken  one  million  dollars  and  dis- 
tributed it  among  those  members  who 
had  been  able  or  had  happened  to  make 
use  of  the  Pool  country  elevators.  He 
then  quoted  from  the  contract,  stressing 
the  words  "pay  over  ...  his  pro- 
portion of  all  the  proceeds."  The  Pool, 
said  he,  had  no  elevators  at  all  at  the 
beginning,  so  could  not  have  contem- 

flated  that  those  who  made  use  of  the 
'ool  elevators  would  get  more  money 
for  their  wheat  than  those  who  did  not. 

A  second  charge  made  by  Keay,  said 
the  member,  was  that  the  Pool  Elevator 
Company  had  made  a  breach  of  trust  in 
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taking  the  million  dollars  belonging  to 
all  the  members  of  the  Pool  whose  trustees 
they  were  and  dividing  this  sum  to  a 
favored  class,  those  who  were  able  or 
willing  to  use  their  facilities. 

The  Pool  was  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma: 
on  the  one  hand,  if  the  distribution  of  the 
million  dollars  was  made  by  the  Pool, 
then  under  the  contract  it  was  improper 
and  illegal  since  all  members  were  to  be 
treated  alike;  on  the  other  hand,  if  made 
by  the  Elevator  Company,  it  was  a 
breach  of  trust  by  the  Pool  Executive 
who  were  in  complete  control,  giving  away 
this  sum  and  depreciating  the  assets  of 
the  company  by  that  much  when  the 
shares  belonged  to  all  members  and  not 
Pool  elevator  patrons  only. 

Further  the  Pool,  Keay  charged,  had 
refused  to  deliver  up  his  shares  in  the 
elevator  company.  Surely  it  was  his 
right  to  demand  shares  which  had  been 
bought  with  his  money?  The  Pool  had 
also  improperly  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment with  the  Central  Selling  Agency  as 
to  mixing  wheat,  mingling  the  proceeds 
resulting  from  the  sale  of  various  grades, 
trading  in  options  and  buying  wheat 
and  charging  losses  incurred  in  such  pur- 
chase against  the  sale  of  the  plaintiff 
Keay's  wheat.  Keay  also  charged  that 
he  had  had  no  proper  accounting  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  various  grades 
«old,  nor  of  the  moneys  deducted  from  his 
returns  and  invested  in  the  Elevator 
Company;  and  that  the  Pool  had  deducted 
the  one  per  cent  for  commercial  reserve 
without  paying  over  or  accounting  for 
same. 

These  statements  were  not  peculiar  to 
Keay,  said  Mr.  McGillivray.  Why  should 
the  Pool  Executive  object  to  a  fair  trial 
in  open  court,  maintaining  that  the  matter 
should  be  arbitrated?  lie  maintained 
that  none  of  these  charges  had  as  yet  been 
investigated  at  all,  and  while  the  decision 
was  still  pending  in  the  courts  and  had 
progressed  only  so  far  as  to  determine  the 
mode  of  trial,  the  Legislature  was  being 
asked  to  legalize  the  actions  of  the  Pool 
through  this  bill.  Mr.  McGillivray  then 
proceeded  to  examine  the  bill  in  detail. 

Mr.  McGillivray  maintained  that 
Clause  23,  providing  for  the  creation  of  an 
Elevator  Reserve,  was  extraneous  to  the 
contract.    Apparently  an  account  called 
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"The  Elevator  Reserve"  had  been  opened 
which  might  or  might  not  be  the  same  as 
the  Commercial  Reserve;  the  Govern- 
ment was  being  asked  by  the  bill  to 
ratify  the  taking  of  money  for  purposes 
which  were  not  contained  in  the  agreement 
between  the  Grower  and  the  Pool. 

Connecting  sections  6,  and  24,  to  26, 
the  Conservative  leader  maintained  that 
the  Pool  Executive  might  keep  the 
monies  invested  in  the  elevator  reserve 
on  behalf  of  a  grower  who  afterwards 
ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  Pool  as 
long  as  they  considered  it  useful  so  to  do. 
Conduct  of  this  kind  in  the  case  of  &ny 
other  trustees  would  be  considered  ordi- 
nary conversion  or  theft. 

Clause  27  was  a  most  unusual  and 
extraordinary  clause.  It  enabled  these 
seventy  trustees  representing  37,000  people 
to  pass  a  resolution  making  right  anything 
they  had  done  no  matter  how  wrong. 
"Surely,"  said  Mr.  McGillivray,  "there 
is  some  limit  to  the  legislation  asked  by 
even  such  close  friends  of  the  front  bench- 
ers as  these." 

With  respect  to  the  two  months'  limi- 
tation provided  for  in  Clause  30.  How 
could  a  member  get  to  know  within  two 
months  about  any  action  that  might 
affect  him? 

SHOWS  MUCH  CONCERN 
FOR  POOL  FARMER 

Turning  to  the  provision  in  the  bill 
for  the  continuance  of  the  Keay  action, 
Mr.  McGillivray  noted  that  there  had 
been  assurance  given  through  the  columns 
of  The  U.F.A.  that  the  action  would 
proceed.  He  was  not  so  much  concerned 
as  to  what  the  legislators  thought  of 
the  Keay  action.  He  was  concerned 
about  the  ordinary  Pool  farmer,  who 
would  be  "at  the  sweet  will  of  the  Execu- 
tive" in  the  event  of  this  legislation  being 
enacted. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the 
Pool  would  be  "no  longer  limited  by  the 
powers  it  had  at  the  time  its  members 
signed  up  their  contracts."  Their  powers 
would  now  be  unlimited.  It  was  only 
a  short  time  since  the  growers  had  signed 
up  for  a  second  penod  of  five  years. 
Why  had  these  powers  not  been  sought 
before  this  new  contract?  The  Directors 
were  now  to  be  given  pow  er  to  mix  wheat, 
with  grain  and  other  cereals  not  only 
of  the  members  but  of  non-pool  farmers. 
This  power  was  entirely  inconsistent  with 
the  contract. 

That  the  Directors  of  the  Pool  would 
have  the  power  under  the  new  bill  to 
gerrymander  the  districts  into  which  the 
Province  was  divided  so  as  to  keep  them- 
selves in  power  indefinitely  was  the 
criticism  levelled  by  the  member  at  Sec. 
9.  This  power,  said  he,  might  be  neces- 
sary for  the  marketing  of  wheat,  but  he 
could  not  see  it.  It  was  an  extraordinary 
thing  that  these  new  by-laws,  the  result, 
it  was  said,  of  six  years'  experience,  should 
be  compiled  just  a  few  months  after  the 
Pool  farmers  had  signed  up  again_for^a 
second  period  of  five  years. 

THE  PENALTY  FOR 
BREACH  OF  CONTRACT 

Dealing  with  the  provisions  of  Section 
20,  Mr.  McGillivray  claimed  that  he  was 
not  aware  of  any  Parliament  in  the 
English  speaking  world  that  had  under- 
taken to  say  with  respect  to  any  contract 
that  a  certain  stipulated  sum  should  be 
paid  for  breach  of  that  contract  to  one 
of  the  parties  whether  that  party  sustained 
damages  or  not.  The  Pool  Executive 
were  fearful  that  the  law  mi^ht  be  against 
them  and  were  therefore  asking  the  Legis- 
lature to  say  whether  the  twenty-nve 
cents  wftH  a  penalty  or  lianidat.pd  dnm- 


agss.  The  proposal  was  vicious  In  prln> 
ciplo  and  should  not  bs  entertained. 

The  situation  provided  for  by  Section 
29  was  entirely  anomalous.  The  Pool 
reserved  for  itself  redress  for  any  cause  of 
action,  but  debarred  its  members  from 
the  courts.  Surely  the  courts  stood  high 
in  the  esteem  of  the  people.  Why  pre- 
vent the  members  of  the  Pool  from  having 
their  right  interpreted  by  those  who  had 
given  a  lifetime  to  the  study  of  such 
matters? 

According  to  Section  37,  the  Pool  mem- 
ber would  no  longer  be  entitled  to  the 
right  to  inspect  the  books  of  the  organi- 
zation. There  would  be  nothing  that  the 
Executive  could  not  do.  If  they  de- 
cided to  give  the  elevators  away  to  a 
favored  class,  there  would  be  nothing 
to  prevent  it.  The  Premier  ventured 
to  aissent  to  this  and  drew  upon  himself 
a  sarcastic  retort  from  the  Conservative 
leader. 

Concluding,  he  would  say  that  he  was 
doing  no  special  pleading.  He  had  one 
point  of  view  and  one  only:  that  of  the 
good  of  the  ordinary  Pool  member.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  the  members  of  the 
Government  intended  to  pass  this  bill. 
He  hoped,  however,  that  the  supporters 
were  not  under  the  domination  of  the 
Pool  executive,  but  were  interested  in 
the  ordinary  Pool  member  also.  Where 
had  the  Assembly  derived  its  mandate 
to  pass  this  legislation?  Where  had 
these  hurriedly  called  and  secretly  as- 
sembled sixty-nine  delegates  obtained 
their  mandate? 

WOULD  SUBMIT  TO 
INDIVIDUAL  MEMBERS 

He  had  this  proposal  to  make,  that 
not  until  the  proposed  legislation  had 
been  submitted  to  the  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  Pool  and  an  opportunity 
given  them  to  endorse  it  or  withdraw 
from  the  Pool  taking  their  investments 
with  them,  should  it  be  passed.  He  be- 
lieved in  parties  and  in  party  loyalty; 
but  he  had  seen  the  spectacle  of  private 
members  held  up  to  ridicule  because  they 
ventured  to  express  an  independent 
view.  There  was  nothing  more  alarming 
in  public  life  today  than  the  infinite 
impudence  of  a  few  men  assuming  to 
think  for  all  others  in  their  party.  De- 
bates were  farcical  or  even  dangerous 
when  those  who  were  unable  to  make 
converts  attempted  to  overawe  and 
coerce  those  they  were  unable  to  per- 
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Fuade.  If  the  right  to  think  for  oneself 
were  party  treachery,  Rive  him  that  kmd 
of  traitor  who  would  be  an  honest  citiisen 
rather  *han  the  one  who  votes  against 
bis  convictions  and  so  was  guilty  of 
treachery  to  himself,  his  constituents 
and  the  country  he  was  supposed  to 
serve.  He  submitted  that  his  i)ror)08al 
to  afford  the  members  of  the  Pool  the 
opportunity  to  consider  the  proposed 
legislation  and  either  subscribe  to  it  or 
withdraw  with  the  amount  he  had  in- 
vested in  the  Pool,  was  a  fair  and  just 
one.  He  then  moved  the  amendment 
that  the  bill  be  "read  a  second  time 
six  months  hence,"  which  means  "that 
the  bill  be  killed  forthwith." 

UNANIMOUSLY  APPROVED 
BY  POOL  DELEGATES 

Hon.  O.  L  McPherson  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  this  would  virtually 
mean  the  defeat  of  the  bill.  C.  L.  (iibbs 
(Lab.)  Edmonton,  asked  if  any  pro- 
vision had  been  made  for  a  discussion 
of  the  bill  by  the  members  of  the  Pool. 
Gordon  Walker,  the  mover,  stHted  that 
it  had  received  the  unanimnun  approial 
of  the  entire  sixty-nine  di'legatex.  Jt  was 
also  the  practice  for  delecHtes  to  go 
about  their  districts  discussing  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  Pool. 

Premier  Brow  niee  submitted  that  it 
had  been  the  unfailing  practice  of  the 
Assembly  to  give  opportunity  for  all 
persons  interested  in  any  legislation  to 
appear  before  committees  and  forward 
tneir  special  claims  there.  This  the 
amendment  would  prevent.  It  was 
the  purpose  of  the  bi'l  to  confer  certain 
powers  upon  the  Wheat  Pool,  a  corpora- 
tion already  existent  and  functioning. 
Replying  briefly  to  one  question  of  Mf. 
McGillivray's,  the  Premier  said  he  would 
ask  who  came  with  a  mandate  from,  say, 
the  City  of  Edmonton?  Surely,  its 
elected  representatives.  He  would  op- 
pose the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  put  and  lost. 

Speaking  to  the  motion  to  give  the 
bill  second  reading,  the  Minister  of 
Public  Works  remarked  that  he  was 
one  of  the  "front  benchers"  referred  to 
by  Mr.  McOillivray.  The  leader  of 
the  Conservatives  had  appealed  to  the 
private  members  on  the  Government 
side  that  if  they  were  honest  men  they 
would  not  pass  this  bill.  He  had  on 
previous  occasions  heard  the  "  honorable 
gentleman"  speak  of  these  same  members 
in  most  scathing  terms,  not  at  all  in 
accordance  with  the  high-mindedness  now 
assumed.  Such  insinuation.*  did  not 
fit  in  with  the  role  of  savior  of  the  37,000 
men  who  were  being  betrayed  by  their 
duly  elected  officers.  For  his  own  part, 
speaking  as  a  Pool  member,  he  would 
sooner  listen  to  the  sixty-nine  rather 
than  the  representations  of  one  who  was 
being  paid  to  oppose  them,  and  w  ho  had 
used  such  heat  and  venom  in  his  attack. 

WHAT  IS  MONETARY 
INTEREST  OF  KEAY? 

The  appeal  to  set  political  considera- 
tions aside  had  been  completely  nullified 
by  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Gillivray  himself  to  claim  for  his  own 
party  the  credit  for  the  formation  of  the 
Pool.  He,  the  Minister,  would  discuss 
the  bill  on  its  merits.  The  question 
was,  were  they  going  to  give  the  Assembly 
the  opportunity  to  discuss  the  bill  in 
committee,  where  perhaps  there  would 
not  be  tne  same  publicity  as  would 
follow  the  speech  of  today?  He  would 
like  to  ask  what  was  the  monetary  in- 
terest of  Keay  that  he  should  take  his 
case  against  the  Pool  so  far  as  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  If  it  was  a 
bona  fide  action  of  a  co-operator  trying 


to  secure  his  rights,  he  felt  sure  there 
would  have  been  a  different  attitude. 
It  was  worthy  of  note  that  there  had 
been  no  long  list  of  protesta  against  the 
bill  from  these  37,0(K)  in  whom  Mr.  Mc- 
Gillivray  was  so  much  interested.  He 
would  not  refer  to  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  in  Mr.  McGillivray's  term  "legalized 
conversion";  he  would  rather  regard  it 
as  an  attempt  to  free  the  Pool  from  8uA- 
sidized  malictiua  embarraaamenl.  This 
was  the  object  of  the  bill.  In  his  heat 
Mr.  McGillivray  had  u-'ed  extreme  state- 
ments and  showed  intense  feeling.  He 
had  failed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
rights  enjoyed  under  the  old  contract. 
In  Section  38  of  the  old  bill  the  Pool  had 
been  authorized  to  "do  all  such  other 
things  an  may  be  necessary  to  attain 
those  objects. 

Mr.  McGillivray  had  tried  to  frighten 
the  Assembly  by  suggesting  a  gerrymander 
engineered  ny  a  corrupt  Directorate  to 
keep  themselves  in  power  He,  the 
Minister,  was  not  frightened  or  con- 
cerned. "  Because  vou  are  going  to  enjoy 
the  use  of  other  people's  money."  inter- 
jected the  Conservative  Leader.  Mr. 
McPherson,  continuing,  thought  that  the 
leader  knew  little  of  the  sentiment  of  the 
members  of  the  Pool  They  would 
sooner,  Mr.  McPherson  thought,  be  under 
the  dominance  of  their  own  elected  Direc- 
tors than  under  that  of  certain  other 
interests. 

Six  o'clock  arrived  and  adjournment 
was  ordered  till  eight  o'clock. 

VOTE  BRINGS 
DRAMATIC  CONCLUSION 

Dramatically  concluding  the  debate  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  Wheat  Pool 
bill,  a  recorded  vote  with  only  four 
members  of  the  Assembly  absent,  showed 
this  evening  a  f.olid  front  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  of  the  Assembly,  together  with 
all  members  of  the  Liberal  and  Labor 
groups.  There  was  no  visil)le  effect,  of  a 
favorable  nature,  of  the  two  hours  of 
argument  and  pleading  "on  behalf  of  the 
37,000  ordinary  Pool  farmers"  of  the 
afternoon  session,  except  the  negative 
standing  vote  of  Mr.  McGillivray  himself 
and  his  two  followers,  .John  Irwin,  of 
Calgary,  and  C.  Y.  Weaver,  of  Edmonton. 
Every  speech  made,  including  that  of 
J.  T.  Shaw,  who  had  been  expected  at 
least  to  seriously  criticize  the  bill,  was  in 
favor  of  adopting  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  which  is  the  effect  of  giving  it  a 
second  reading. 

Others  speaking  in  its  favor  were  W. 
H.  Shield,  Macleod;  John  Buckley, 
Gleichen;  R.  M.  McCool,  Cochrane; 
J.  R.  Love,  Wainwright,  all  U.F.A. 
members,  Pretiier  Brownlee,  and  finally 
the  mover  ol  the  bill,  Gordon  Walker 
(U.F.A.)  Clare' holm.  The  consideration 
of  the  remaininu  items  of  the  estimates 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  con- 
cluded the  sitting. 

SHIELD  SHOWS  WHERE 
HE  GETS  HIS  MANDATE 

Mr.  Shield  spoke  as  one  of  the  37,000, 
also  as  the  representative  of  a  constituency 
where  from  eighty  to  ninety  per  cent  of 
the  farmers  were  Wheat  Pool  members. 
He  had  no  mandate  from  these  to  oppose 
thin  bill.  He  knew  that  he  was  in  accord 
with  the  membership  of  the  Pool  in  sup- 
norling  it.  No  organization  gave  more 
freedom  of  expression  to  its  members 
than  the  Wheat  Pool.  He  reviewed  the 
history  of  the  organization.  They  had 
had  the  United  Grain  Growers,  but  had 
wantfd  to  get  away  from  a  profit  sharing 
basi'  to  something  strictly  co-operative. 
There  had  been  a  demand  in  the  first 
year  of  operation  for  the  building  of  ele- 
vators.   The  Directors  had  not  moved 


fast  enough  in  this  direction  for  the 
members. 

The  million  dollars,  of  which  Mr.  Mc- 
Gillivray had  spoken,  were  the  earnings 
of  wheat  passed  through  the  elevators. 
He  had  not  personally  shared  in  it.  He 
had  delivered  his  wheat  to  another  com- 
pany. Profits  to  him  from  that  handling 
were  as  non-existent  as  if  there  had  been 
no  Wheat  Pool  elevator  in  existence.  It 
would  have  been  a  breach  of  trust  on  the 
part  of  the  Directors  had  th^y  returned 
the  profits  from  the  elevator  handling  of 
wheat  in  any  other  way.  The  memners 
of  the  Pool  had  confidence  in  their 
Directors.  He  would  associate  himself 
with  such  eminent  observers  as  Premier 
Baldwin  and  Ramsay  Macdonald  iq  sav- 
ing that  the  Wheat  Pool  was  one  of  the 
greatest  co-operative  associations  in  ex- 
istence. 

SHAW  SPEAKS 
FAVORABLY  OF  BILL 

That  he  was  in  a  disinterested  position 
and  wished  to  ^ive  his  best  judgment 
to  the  consideration  of  this  bill,  was  the 
declaration  of  J.  T.  Shaw,  Libera]  leader. 
He  and  his  party  had  never  been  hostile 
to  the  Pools.  He  wished  them  a  large 
and  abundant  prosperity.  The  interests 
of  co-operation  were  best  served  by  a 
non-partisan  attitude.  So  long  as  the 
Pool  sought  no  unfair  advantage,  would 
he  seek  to  give  them  the  same  opportunity 
as  any  other  corporation. 

He  would  say,  while  not  imputing  any 
motives  to  anv  who  had  spoken,  that 
if  litigation  had  disclosed  any  weak- 
nesses in  the  Pool  charter,  then  the 
trustees  would  be  recreant  to  their 
trust  unless  they  sought  to  strengthen 
it.  It  was  perfectly  proper  for  them 
to  come  to  the  Legislature  for  that 

fiurpose.  He  differed  with  Mr.  Mc- 
livray  in  several  items  of  criticism. 
He  asked  himself,  were  the  interests  of 
any  non-Pool  person  prejudiced,  im- 
paired or  abridged.  Had  they  been,  he 
thought  Mr.  McGillivray  would  gladly 
have  made  reference  to  the  fact.  He, 
himself,  saw  no  evidence  of  such.  Again, 
were  tne  interests  of  Pool  members  so 
affected?  He  did  not  believe  that  possible 
and  if  it  were  possible  it  were  possibly 
unwise.  He  thought  the  method  of  divi- 
sion of  territory  and  election  of  delegates 
and  Directors  quite  democratic  and  fair. 
There  was  also  the  system  of  recall.  The 
rights  of  the  grower,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
1924  act,  were  in  the  act  and  the  by-laws 
and  the  contract.  The  Liberal  group 
were  not  offering  any  objection  to  the 
particular  method  of  doing  business 
sought  by  the  Pool  in  the  case  of  the 
25  cents  a  bushel  damages.  He  did  not 
see  any  serious  objection  to  its  inclusion 
in  the  statute.  Bootlegging  in  grain  must 
be  prevented. 

Tne  Pool  members  were  apparently 
satisfied  that  the  Pool  should  limit  their 
right  of  action  to  arbitration.  This  clause 
was  equally  as  wide  as  that  in  the  old 
act.  He  cud  not  treat  the  two  months 
provisions  as  serious.  He  saw  more 
difficulty  in  the  matter  of  the  Elevator 
and  Commercial  Reserves.  These  were 
created,  however,  by  the  terms  of  the 
contract.  The  Directors  had  com  lusive 
discretion  under  the  contract.  Ke  saw 
no  reason,  therefore,  why  it  should  not 
be  included  in  the  terms  of  the  act.  He 
thought  it  his  duty  to  give  the  bill  his 
fullest  consideration.  He  would  there- 
fore give  the  second  reading  his  support. 

JOHN  BUCKLEY  CORRECTS 
MCGILLIVRAY'S  HISTORY 

Warning  the  Assembly  in  terms  of  the 
old  school  master  of  a  well  known  story 
not  to  mistake  perspiration  for  inspiration 
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John  Buckley  fU.F.A.),  Gleichen,  thought 
Mr.  McGilUvray  had  made  up  in  vehe- 
mence and  fervor  for  what  his  speech 
lacked  in  lopic.  The  Conservative  leader 
was  wrong  in  his  history.  Messrs.  Imrie 
and  Woods,  to  whom  he  had  given  such 
credit  for  establishing  the  Wheat  Pool, 
were  only  si-xteen  years  too  late.  The 
old  Grain  Growers'  Grain  Company  had 
conceived  the  idea  in  1907.  They  had 
been  frustrated  by  the  Manitoba  Govern- 
ment and  the  Winnipeg  Grain  ExchanKC. 
The  Dominion  Wheat  Board  had  given 
the  growers  further  education.  The  U. 
F.A.  had  made  several  abortive  attempts. 
Then  Southern  members  had  decided  to 
^o  ahead.  The  glorious  idea  of  capital- 
izing on  the  movement  under  way  had 
then  been  conceived  by  the  gentlemen 
Darned.  The  Assembly  had  heard  a 
whole  lot  of  noise  about  autocracy  this 
afternoon.  The  bill  had  been  character- 
ized as  vicious  and  dishonest.  What 
about  the  6  per  cent  paid  on  the  deducted 
reserve?  In  his  opinion  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  find  anything  more  democratic 
and  fair.  He  was  100  per  cent  behind 
the  bill. 

McCOOL  OBJECTS  TO 
_  INSULTING  LANGUAGE 

The  member  for  Cochrane,  R.  M. 
McCool  fU.F.A.).  thought  it  time  to  call 
attention  to  the  insinuating  and  insulting 
language  of  the  leader  of  the  Conservative 

Earty.  He  had  asked  for  fair  play; 
ut  did  not  exemplify  fair  play.  How 
could  this  bill  be  considered  if  it  got  the 
rix  months'  hoist  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman? 

BROWNLEE  DEALS  WITH 
SOME  ASPERSIONS 

Premier  Brownlee  paid  an  opening 
tribute  to  the  fair  minded  attitude  on  the 
subject  shown  by  Liberal  Leader  Shaw. 
He,  himself,  would  not  attempt  to  follow 
the  devious  paths  of  aspersion  of  the 
Directors  of  the  Wheat  Pool  and  insinua- 
tions regarding  Government  back  bench- 
ers pursued  by  the  leader  of  the  Con.«er- 
vative  party.  Mr  McGillivrav  would 
have  been  justly  indienant  if  it  had  been 
Bugjjested  that  he  had  been  influenced 
in  his  stand  by  his  position  as  legal  advisor 
to  the  Grain  trade.  He  took  pride  in  the 
U.F.A.  members.  They  compared  very 
favorably  to  those  supporting  the  honor- 
able leader.  Tie  and  his  Ministers  had 
exercised  no  influence,  force  or  persunsion 
in  connection  with  this  bill  (Government 
Members:  "Hear,  Hear").  A  private 
member's  bill  was  entitled  to  the  same 
consideration  as  that  of  any  city,  town  or 
corporation. 

If  every  member  of  the  Assembly  had 
kent  himself  as  free  in  the  matter  of  this 
bill  as  he  and  his  Government  had  done, 
the  bill  would  have  been  kept  out  of 
politics.  Why  bring  up  the  question  of 
the  origin  of  the  Pool?  He  was  pre- 
pared to  give  the  two  men  named  by  Mr. 
McGillivray  any  credit  due  them.  Much 
work  had  been  done  before.  The  way 
had  been  prepared  for  years  by  the  build- 
ing up  of  the  necessary  spirit.  He  would 
countenance  nothing  "unfair" or  "vicious." 

Much  had  been  heard  of  this  man 
Keay.  Who  was  he?  What  merits  had 
he  in  connection  with  this  bill?  He  had 
never  complained  previously  about  his 
treatment  or  the  pnce  he  had  received. 
He  had  apparently  been  content  to  have 
monies  deaucted  and  to  receive  his  six 
er  cent  upon  the  same.  It  was  not  till 
y  some  peculiar  coincidence  he  had  found 
himself  in  the  sanctum  of  the  newh-  ap- 
pointed Moses  of  the  Grain  Trade  ne 
nad  been  heard  of.  He  did  not  believe 
that  he  represented  many  farmers.  30,000 
to  3ft,000  of  these  farmerR  had  signed  up 


again  and  had  agreed  to  have  deductions 
made  and  held  in  trust.  He  did  not 
kmw  of  a  single  farmer  mtside  the  man 
Keay  whi  was  aggrieved. 

What,  for  instance,  was  a  farmer  de- 
barred from  doing?  The  Wheat  Pool  was 
not  like  any  other  corporation.  Men 
were  banded  together  to  sell  wheat.  Each 
year's  crop  w.ns  separate  in  itself.  Ap- 
parently at  the  instigation  of  certain 
interests  a  man  demands  the  right  to  an 
accounting  after  five  years.  He.  the 
Premier,  was  not  prepared  to  support  the 
two  months'  limitation  necessarily.  He 
would  let  the  bill  go  forward  and  deal 
with  that  when  it  came  up  in  committee. 
It  might  be  that  a  longer  term  would  be 
more  satisfactory.  There  should  be  some 
limitation  of  action. 

SUBSTANTIALLY  SAME 
AS  OLD  CLAUSE 

The  arbitration  clause  was  not  so  ter- 
ribly wicked.  The  similar  clause,  Sec. 
29  of  the  ojd  act,  had  been  drafted  by 
Mr.  McGillivray  himself  when  acting  as 
advisor  to  the  organization  committee 
of  the  Wheat  Pool.  There  was  some 
variation  but  they  were  substantially  the 
same.  What  was  the  reason  for  the 
clause?  The  Pool  and  the  member  were 
in  two  entirely  different  positions.  The 
question  asked  by  the  member  was, 
"Have  I  received  my  share?  Was  my 
grain  mixed?"  .The  Pool  was  concerned 
with  the  delivery  of  wheat.  Ships  were 
waiting  for  cargo.  The  Pool  must  be 
able  to  force  delivery;  so  the  courts  were 
open  to  it.  The  trustees  were  charged 
with  unfairness  for  asking  legislation  cov- 
ering the  memorandum  of  agreement. 

What  mandate  had  the  Executive? 
That  had  been  well  answered  by  Mr. 
Shaw.  The  Legislature  had  been  asked 
by  cities  to  ratify  by-l?ws  whose  legality 
was  in  question.  Thev  had  been  asked  to 
make  legal  the  election  of  certain  officials. 
They  had  even  overridden  contracts.  The 
existence  of  the  Public  Utilities  Commis- 
sion was  largely  based  on  this  conception 
of  powers.  There  was  hardly  a  thin^;  in 
the  bill  differing  materially  from  things 
that  were  often  brought  before  the  Legis- 
lature. The  first  Wheat  Pool  contract 
had  been  well  drafted,  but  few  if  any  of 
those  involved  had  any  idea  of  the  pos- 
sible future  development  of  the  Pool  or 
any  vision  of  the  methods  to  be  adopted 
through  the  operations  of  the  years. 

They  were  blazing  an  unknown  trail. 
"Mixing,"  for  instance,  had  not  been 
provided  for  in  the  first  contract;  but 
37,000  had  concurred  in  its  inclusion 
in  the  new.  Exportation  and  sale  for 
export  had  not  been  possible  if  the  Pool 
had  adhered  to  the  strict  letter  of  the 
first  contract. 

The  Premier  wondered,  why  such  an 
issue  of  section  27  on  second  reading? 
He  did  not  endorse  it  in  full.  As  for  the 
million  dollars,  he  would  not  consent  to  any 
suggestion  that  the  assets  of  the  Pool  had 
been  depreciated.  Other  grain  companies 
issued  patronage  dividends  by  the  action 
■)/  their  direct  >rs.  The  >hiecl  was  t  j  stimu- 
late the  bringing  if  wheat  t)  the  elevatirs. 
Jl  was  nit  deprecintim  but  migh'y  gud 
business.  The  United  Grain  Growers 
had  done  this.  The  handling  of  grain  by 
local  elevators  was  not  marketing.  The 
same  charge  was  made  as  was  the  case 
with  the  line  companies.  Who  had  the 
right  to  say  that  the  Wheat  Pool  should  not 
handle  its  wheat  at  cost? 

The  Legislature  had  been  asked  to  put 
its  anprov.ol  on  what  the  Pool  had  done. 
If  tne  issue  arose  as  to  whether  the 
farmers'  Pools  should  be  able  to  carry  on 
business  without  being  harassed  by 
opposing  interests,  be  for  one  would  stand 


solid  for  the  farmers.  He  had  advised 
members  of  the  Grain  Trade  to  leave  the 
Pool  alone.  If  it  were  economically 
sound  it  would  flourish.  If  not  it  would 
come  to  nothing. 

In  closing,  Mr.  Brownlee  made  refer- 
ence to  an  insinuation  of  the  leader  of 
th?  Conservative  party  as  to  the  connec- 
ion  between  Mr.  Brownlee's  firm  of 
lawyers  and  the  Wheat  Pool.  He  was  not 
concerned  as  to  the  "propriety"  of  such 
connection;  nor  did  he  think  others  were 
seriously  concerned. 

Speaking  briefly,  J.  R.  Love  of  Wain- 
wright  said  that  Mr.  McGillivray  had 
sought  every  possible  flaw  in  the  bill. 
Assuming  that  the  rights  of  a  Pool  member 
were  being  taken  away,  what  recourse 
had  he?  He  could  go  back  home  and 
talk  to  his  fellow  members.  They  could 
oppose  the  bill  and  employ  some  such 
legal  talent  as  Mr.  McGillivray;  or  spread 
the  idea  and  elect  other  delegates  who 
would  reconstitute  the  board  of  directors. 

WALKER  CONCL  DES 
THE  POOL  DEBATE 

Concluding  the  debate,  Gordon  Walker 
noted  that  the  opposition  to  the  bill  had 
come  from  one  source  only.  He  had 
often  admired  the  language  and  ability 
of  the  Conservative  leader.  He  had  been 
amazed  at  him  that  evening;  at  his  cour- 
age in  standing  like  Horatius  at  the 
bridge,  all  alone.  One  thing  he  would 
have  him  notice,  namely,  Section  28. 
Surely  no  thief  was  so  generous  as  to  give 
6  per  cent. 

Certain  things  were  set  out  definitely 
in  existing  by4aws  and  agreements.  It 
was  the  intention  to  prevent  the  Pool 
from  being-rendered  bankrupt  by  litigation. 

With  reference  to  the  Elevator  Reserve, 
Mr.  Walker  averred  that  nothing  had 
done  more  to  stimulate  interest  in  the 
second  series  contract  sign-up  than  the 
turning  back  of  this  dividend  to  the  people 
whose  wheat  had  earned  it. 

The  Speaker  called  for  a  vote.  Mr. 
McGiUivray  uttered  one  audible  "No." 
U.F.A.  members  called  for  a  recorded 
vote.  The  count  stood  at  52  to  3.  four 
members  of  the  assembly  being  absent, 
including  one  of  the  Conservative  quar- 
tette. 

 o  

Premier  Gives  Views 

on  Liquor  Situation 

Interviewed  subsequent  to  meeting  a 
delegation  of  the  Alberta  Prohibition  As- 
sociation Premier  Brownlee  gave  to  The 
U.F.A.  correspondent  on  February  27th, 
a  brief  summary  of  what  he  had  then  said. 

He  took  the  view  that  any  law  must 
find  its  sanctions  in  the  will  of  the  people. 
Of  no  law  was  this  more  true  than  of  laws 
governing  the  sale  and  use  of  alcoholic 
liquors.  According  to  many,  conditions 
prior  to  1923  were  much  better  than  those 
now  obtaining.  The  facts  were,  however, 
that  about  that  time  a  change  of  attitude 
came  over  all  Canada  with  respect  to 
prohibition.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that 
a  reaction  was  now  setting  in.  It  was 
dangerous  to  act  too  hastily  and  it  was 
unwise  to  wait  too  long.  He  believed 
that  in  two  or  three  years  opinion  in 
favor  of  greater  restriction  of  the  trade  in 
liquor  if  not  of  complete  prohibition  would 
crystallize  into  further  legislative  action. 

With  respect  to  immediate  demands 
within  the  Province,  Mr.  Brownlee  re- 
iterated that  unless  beer  rooms  were  con- 
ducted better  than  at  present  thev  would 
be  forced  out  of  business  by  local  option 
efforts  and  ultimately  abolished.  There 
would,  however,  \ie  no  amendment  to  the 
act  in  this  or  other  respects  at  the  present 
session  of  the  Assemblv. 
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Domestic  Grain  Rates,  School  Curriculum, 
Co-operative  Marketing,  Features  of 
Week's  Debate  in  Assembly 

Affiteultural  Committee  Recommends  Sympathetio  Consideration  of  Application  of  United  Fanners  of  B.  C.  for  Revision  of  Domestic 

Orain  Rates — Lifbteninc  of  Secondary  School  Curriculum  Proposed 
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Propose  to  Assist  B.C. 
Farmers  to  Get  Lower 
Domestic  Grain  Rates 

Recommendation  from  A^ricultaral  Com- 
mittee —  Discussien    Deferred — Will 
Consider  Redistribution  tbis  Session 

MONDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  Feb.  25.— Preliminaries 
to  the  big  subject  of  the  afternoon — the 
Wheat  Pool  debate  today— v  ere  the 
introduction  of  a  resolution  from  the 
Agricultural  committee  submitted  bv 
its  chairman,  D.  Cameron,  of  Innisfail, 
calling  on  the  Legislature  to  assist  the 

B.  C.  farmers  in  their  endeavor  to  re- 
move the  discrimination  against  the 
consumers  of  low  grades  of  grain  in  B.C. 
and  export  shippers  of  those  grains;  also 
a  removal  of  the  mountain  differential 
which  they  contend  is  based  upon  C.P.R. 
haulage  costs  rather  than  those  of  the 

C.  N.R.  with  its  much  easier  mountain 
gradients.  A.  point  of  order  was  raised 
in  this  connection,  and  the  matter  was 
left  for  future  ruling.  It  involves  an 
interpretation  of  the  new  rules  which 
the  Assembly  is  now  using.  L.  A. 
Giroux  drew  from  the  Premier  the  assur- 
ance that  the  subject  of  re-distnbution 
would  be  dealt  with  this  session.  Mr. 
McGillivray  was  informed  by  the  Speaker 
that  his  motion  calling  for  a  judicial 
enquiry  on  the  Ponoka  Mental  Hospital 
had  not  been  included  on  the  order  paper 
because  its  subject  matter  was  already 
being  dealt  with  in  a  motion  therein. 
In  this  connection  the  Premier  appealed 
to  the  Assembly  that  in  viev  of  the  anxiety 
of  those  having  relatives  and  friends  in 
the  institution,  an  endeavor  be  made  to 
have  the  matter  dealt  with  at  one  sitting. 

A  bill  to  amend  the  Land  Titles  Act 
and  a  bill  to  Amend  the  Mental  Diseases 
Act  each  received  second  reading;  follow- 
ing which  Gordon  Walker  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Act  Respecting  The 
Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 

The  remainder  of  the  sitting  concerned 
itself  with  voting  estimates  for  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Works,  commencing 
with  items  for  sites  and  construction  of 
public  buildings,  such  as  additions  to  the 
Keith  Sanatorium  and  to  the  University 
Hospital.  Interesting  facts  disclosed  were 
that  the  Minister  of  Health  planned  to 
have  greater  accommodation  for  tuber- 
cular patients  at  the  former  and  more 
provision  for  nurses  in  the  extensions 
planned  at  the  latter. 

Committee's  Recommendation 

Note :  Prior  to  the  presentation  of  the 
resolution  re  domestic  freight  rates  to 
B.C.  referred  to  in  the  report  of  proceed- 
ings in  the  Legislature  above,  a  very 
thorough  discussion  of  this  matter  had 
taken   place  in   the   Agricultural  Oom- 


While  the  debate  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Wheat  Pool  Bill 
aroused  more  widespread  interest  than  any  other  feature  of  the  week  in 
the  Legislative  Assembly,  much  progress  was  made  with  a  vaiiety  of 
legislation,  and  in  Committee  of  Supply  the  Assembly  passed  estimates 
totalling  several  million  dollars  in  the  various  Departments. 

A  resolution  moved  by  Hector  Lang,  proposing  the  furthei  lighten- 
ing of  the  curiiculum  of  secondary  schools,  was  supported  by  Perren 
Baker,  Minister  of  Education,  and  adopted  unanimously. 

It  was  announced  that  the  provisions  of  the  Debt  Adjustment  Act 
will  not  be  extended.  With  the  exception  of  one  featuie,  the  act,  it  is 
pointed  out,  at  present  does  apply  throughout  the  Province. 

A  bill  respecting  town  planning  and  the  preservation  of  natural 
beauty  in  the  Province  was  introduced  by  C.  L.  Gibbs. 

An  important  discussion  of  immigration  policy  took  place  during  the 
week. 


mittee,  this  morning,  when  the  Committee 
took  up  again  the  appeal  presented  last 
week  by  J.  E.  Armisnaw  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  B.C.  on  the  discrimination 
against  the  domestic  consumer  of  low 
grade  grain  in  view  of  the  export  rate 
on  those  grades. 

It  was  finally  moved  by  Mr.  Hoadley. 
seconded  by  E.  E.  Sparks  fU.F.A.) 
Wetaskiwin,  and  passed,  "That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  ttxis  Committee  that  sympa- 
tnetic  consideration  should  be  given  to 
the  application  of  the  United  Farmers  of 
B.C.  for  the  revision  of  domestic  rates 
on  grain  to  the  Pacific  coast;  and  that  the 
Government  should  communicate  with 
the  Government  of  B.C.  and  give  such 
support  as  is  mutually  agreed." 

A  resolution  had  been  offered  pre- 
viously endorsing  the  action  of  the  B.C. 
farmers,  but  without  reference  to  the 
Government  of  B.C.  This  had  been 
held  over  for  further  reflection  and  light. 
Premier  Brownlee  stated  the  Alberta 
Government  had  worked  closely  with  the 
B.C.  Government  on  the  revision  of  the 
freight  rate  structure.  The  sympathy  of 
the  Alberta  Government  in  this  case  had 
been  definitely  expressed  before.  It  was 
a  question  as  to  now  they  should  act  in 
the  matter.  Courtesy  between  Provin- 
cial Governments  was  necessary.  He 
anticipated  that  the  B.C.  Government 
would  also  be  sympathetic  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Chard,  freight  rate  advisor  to  the 
Provincial  Government,  was  present  at 
the  sitting  and  answered  man^  questions. 
He  stated  that  Alberta  earned  most  of 
the  mountain  differential  rate,  being 
nearest  to  the  mountain  section,  and 
having  therefore  the  shorter  haul  on 
which  to  absorb  it.  The  C.P.R.  haulage 
costs  were  higher  than  on  the  prairies 
but  not  in  Ontario  or  New  Brunswick. 

P.  Eneznauer  was  of  the  opinion  that 
the  resolution  might  be  framed  so  as  to 
apply  to  consumer  interests  here  in  Al- 
berta AS  well  as  to  consumer  interests  in 
R  C. 


Lighter  Curriculum, 
Secondary  Schools,  Is 
Asked  by  Legislature 

Resolution  by  Hector  Lang  Supported  by 
Perren  Baker — Assembly  Passes 
Many  Estimates 

TUESDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  Feb.  26.— Adoption  of 
a  resolution  proposing  the  lightening  of  the 
content  of  the  course  in  secondary  schools, 
and  consideration  of  important  estimates, 
formed  the  principal  business  of  the  As- 
sembly today.  The  resolution  on  the 
secondary  school  course  was  the  occasion 
of  a  fruitful  discussion  in  which  many 
members  joined. 

Following  the  question  period  under 
the  heading  of  motions  other  than  Gov- 
ernment motions,  Hector  Lang,  (Lib.), 
Medicine  Hat,  introduced  the  following, 
which  was  seconded  by  J.  T.  Shaw  and 
supported  by  Perren  Baker,  the  Minister' 
Resolved  that  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Assembly  the  coarse  of  studies  pre- 
scribed for  secondary  schools  should 
again  be  referred  to  the  curriculum 
committee,   and  that  the  committee 
should  be  asked  to  consider  the  ad- 
visability   of   fnrther   lightening  the 
content  of  the  course  and  of  making 
the  requirements  for  Normal  Entrance 
and  University  Matriculation  uniform. 
Mr.  Lang  looked  upon  the  educational 
system  as  a  structure  which  the  people 
of  the  Province  were  rearing  from  year 
to  year.    The  primary  schools,  with  their 
enrollment  of  140,878,  were  the  founda- 
tion; next  came  the  secondary  schools 
with  18,208  pupils,  the  University  with 
its  1536  students  capping  the  structure. 
He  complimented  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion on  the  good  work  being  done.  The 
greatest  proportionate  growth  was  in  the 
secondary   schools,    at   which   fact  all 
should  be  pleased. 

He  felt  that  the  course  of  study  was 
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too  heavy  «■  far  as  the  normal  school 
entrance  and  junior  matriculation  were 
concerned.  These  two  courses  received 
the  greatest  attention,  though  there 
were  some  four  others.  Physical  culture 
was  a  very  important  phase  of  education 
which  along  with  music,  elocution,  or- 
atory, the  fine  arts,  hobbies  and  general 
reading  was  crowded  out  of  the  way 
by  the  inability  of  the  pupil  to  cover  the 
ground  prescribed. 

Proving  his  points  by  figures  derived 
from  good  schools,  Mr.  Lang  showed 
few  covered  the  course  in  the  three  years 
prescribed.  Pupils  became  discouraged 
thereby.  Teachers  felt  a  sense  of  failure. 
Schools  suffered  in  spirit.  All  through 
this  overloading. 

Developing  the  next  point  in  his  resolu- 
tion, Mr.  Lang  thought  it  should  not  be 
necessary  for  pupils  going  through  ma- 
triculation course  to  have  to  take  two 
other  subjects  if  they  decided  to  become 
teachers  and  conversely  to  take  two  other 
subjects  if  after  having  taken  the  course 
leading  to  normal  extrance  they  had 
turned  toward  the  university. 

BAKER  SUPPORTS 
RESOLUTION 

Supporting  the  resolution,  Hon.  Perren 
Baker,  ^ave  a  review  of  the  steps  taken 
in  revision  of  the  school  curricula  since 
the  days  of  the  North  West  Territories. 
Commencing  with  the  curriculum  received 
the  newly  created  Province  had  carried 
on  till  1910,  at  which  time  a  committee 
of  five  persons  had  been  appointed  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Dr.  H.  M.  Tory. 
This  committee  had  changed  the  eight 
standard  requirements  to  the  twelve 
grade  system.  In  1920  a  general  com- 
mittee giving  representation  to  all  interests 
had  faced  this  difficult  problem. 

The  Minister  had  prefaced  his  discus- 
sion of  the  question  by  drawing  attention 
to  the  difficulties  involved  in  modern 
education.  A  century  or  two  ago,  book 
learning  had  been  the  privilege  of  the 
few.  Now  it  was  universal.  In  the 
attempt  to  train  all  the  children  of  the 
state,  two  ideas  were  struggling  for  dom- 
inance: the  development  of  the  cultural 
ideal  and  the  utilitarian,  in  which  latter 
the  economic  struggle  was  involved.  He 
would  not  say  that  either  should  be  ex- 
clusive. Cognizance  should  be  taken  of 
both.  There  was  a  whole  literature  on  the 
subject. 

Facing  these  questions  the  committee  of 
1021  had  worked  seven  years.  Some 
thousands  of  dollars  had  been  spent  in 
meetings.  This  committee  had  conclud- 
ed that  the  curriculum  was  over-crowded 
and  that  there  was  not  enough  choice  as 
course  of  study.  They  had  provided 
tmt  '1)  the  needs  of  the  boy  in  agricul- 
tural communities,  mining  towns,  and  in 
commercial  enterprises;  (2)  greater  free- 
dom for  local  authorities;  C3)  an  attractive 
program  of  study  for  the  advanced  boy 
or  girl  until  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  The 
committee  had  the  criticisms  now  being 
advanced  in  mind.  All  children,  adults 
too,  came  to  partings  in  the  road  where  a 
choice  must  be  made.  The  child  was  not 
required  to  make  a  choice  till  the  second 
year. 

REDUCTIONS  MADE 
ON  VARIOUS  SUBJECTS 

Mr.  Baker  then  gave  a  statement  as  to 
the  percentage  of  reduction  made  on  the 
various  subjects.  These  ranged  from  six 
to  thirty  per  cent.  The  committee  had 
recognized  the  utilitarian  trend  and  had 
instituted  the  technical  course.  Latitude 
was  given  on  subjects  of  local  interest. 
The  course  was  not  heavier  than  in  other 
Provinces.  The  percentage  of  passes  was 
about  the  same.    There  never  had  been 


any  system  where  all  the  pupils  cleared 
all  the  hurdles  at  the  first  jump.  The 
Minister  then  read  a  number  of  interest- 
ing commendations  from  persons  qualified 
to  judge  of  the  Alberta  curriculum. 

The  unit  system,  said  Mr.  Baker,  was 
an  elastic  course.  If  seven  units  a  year 
were  too  much  for  either  the  health, 
mental  capacity,  social  or  cultural  inter- 
ests of  the  pupil,  another  year  could  be 
taken.  The  thought  still  persisted,  how- 
ever, that  the  courses  were  too  heavy. 
He  believed  the  content  could  be  ma- 
terially reduced  without  seriously  impair- 
inp:  efficiency.  He  would  ask  the  com- 
mittee whether  it  were  necessary  to 
examine  in  all  units  from  year  to  year. 
Beyond  doubt  the  people  of  Alberta  were 
the  most  examined  people  in  Canada,  if 
not  in  all  the  world.  Concluding,  the 
Minister  hoped  that  the  difficulties  pre- 
sented by  this  question  on  which  there 
was  so  much  divergence  of  opinion  would 
be  borne  in  mind. 

(As  a  question  of  privilege  after  the 
vote  had  been  taken,  the  Minister  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  subjects 
per  year  had  definitely  been  cut  down 
from  nine  to  seven  in  the  years  covered 
by  the  resolution.) 

FAVORS  SEPARATE  HIGH 
SCHOOLS  FOR  BOTS  AND  GIRLS 

Congratulating  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion on  his  open-minded  way  of  receiving 
the  resolution,  C.  Y.  Weaver  (Cons.) 
Edmonton,  reminded  the  Assembly  that 
the  past  few  years  had  been  years  of  great 
change  and  progress.  He  had  often  won- 
dered whether  it  was  necessary  for  the 
same  subjects  to  be  taught  in  rural  as 
city  high  schools.  There  was  a  tendency 
to  too  much  regimentation.  He  sup- 
ported heartily  the  idea  of  more  physical 
culture;  but  would  emphasize  rather  the 
training  afforded  by  group  games.  They 
were  good  for  the  temper,  for  self-control, 
team  play,  and  loyalty.  He  regretted 
that  so  few  teachers  took  interest  in  this 
phase  of  education.  He  bad  seen  some 
remarkable  instances  of  its  value  in  a 
recent  Edmonton  school  football  compe- 
tition. He  would  give  some  financial 
incentive  on  this  line.  Concluding,  Col. 
Weaver  thought  that  separate  high  schools 
for  boys  and  girls  would  be  a  move  in  the 
right  direction.  He  thought  it  better 
that  boys  should  be  taught  by  men  and 
girls  by  women.  They  would  be  better 
morally  and  intellectually. 

AN  EXPERIENCED 
TEACHER  GIVES  VIEWS 

C.  L.  Gibbs  (Lab.),  who  is  himself  a 
member  of  the  teaching  profession,  con- 
gratulated Mr.  Lang  on  his  having  linked 
up  all  sides  of  the  Assembly  in  this  his 
second  as  in  his  first  address.  He,  Mr. 
Gibbs,  was  the  more  puzzled  the  more 
his  experience  in  some  matters  educa- 
tional. Curricula  did  not  stand  alone. 
They  were  obviously  linked  up  with  the 
economic  questions.  There  was  a  crowd- 
ed curriculum  and  there  were  crowded 
classrooms.  Elasticity  and  diversifica- 
tion were  not  possible  without  the  expen- 
diture of  much  more  money. 

The  masses  of  the  people  were  requiring 
less  and  less  education  for  the  particular 
work  they  had  to  do.  There  were  three 
types,  for  instance,  of  machine  industry: 
the  machine  making,  the  machine  using 
and  the  machine  repairing.  Only  in  the 
latter  was  much  advanced  training  needed. 
There  would  never  be  a  satisfactory 
system  of  education  under  the  capitalist 
system  of  production  for  profit.  He 
thought  the  project  method  the  ideal  to 
be  sought.  Children  bec*me  bored  by 
abstractions.  People  were  not  prepared 
to  pajf  for  thp  iotroductioo  r>f  new  ideas. 


Any  attempt  to  do  this  was  m«t  vriih 
difficulty. 

Concluding,  Mr.  Gibbs  gave  his  Con- 
servative friend  a  little  rap  by  saying  that 
while  he  agreed  with  him  about  th« 
necessity  for  more  physical  training,  he 
wished  that  he  were  not  so  obsessed  with 
the  cadet  training  idea.  He  endorsed 
him  on  the  question  of  group  games.  If 
he  had  any  criticism  of  the  Minister,  it 
was  that  he  had  not  more  dominated  the 
situation  in  that  respect.  He  felt  assured 
that  the  Minister  was  not  in  favor  of 
cadet  training. 

MORE  IMAGINATION 
IN  CURRICULUM 

Hon.  Irene  Parlby,  (Minister  without 
Portfolio),  thought  tnat  more  imagination 
might  be  put  into  the  curriculum.  She 
told  of  having  visited  Stockholm  and 
seen  there  a  school  which  had  a  special 
department  of  physical  training.  The 
effects  were  wonderful.  A  group  of 
Japanese  investigators  were  there  seeing 
everything.  She  recognized  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  Minister  of  Education. 

A.  G.  Andrews  fU.F.A.),  Sedgewick, 
endorsed  the  need  of  more  physical  train- 
ing. He  wished  to  include  the  elementary 
curriculum  in  the  resolution.  Mr.  Baker 
intimated  that  this  would  be  done. 

The  second  reading  of  a  number  of 
bills  occupied  the  rest  of  the  afternoon. 
One  of  these  took  up  much  discussion: 
"To  Amend  the  Mental  Diseases  Act." 
The  provision  of  parole  for  certain  cases 
required  careful  safeguards  in  the  opinion 
of  many  members.  These  would  he  pro- 
vided, assured  the  Minister  of  Health, 
Hon.  George  Hoadley.  The  Assembly 
adjourned  till  eight  o'clock. 

PASS  TELEPHONE  ESTIMATES 
TOTALUNO  $5,741,518 

Two  hours  of  an  evening  session  dis- 
posed today  of  the  estimates  of  the  De- 
partment of  Railways  and  Telephones, 
calling  for  appropriations  totalling  $5,- 
741,518. 

The  smooth  course  of  progress  through 
the  big  figures  was  interrupted  a  few 
times,  the  chief  occasions  being  in  con- 
nection with  the  investigation  of  salt 
deposits  at  Mc Murray,  under  the  Alberta 
and  Great  Waterways  itemj  and  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation  in  the  vote 
of  the  Treasury  Department  for  Old  Age 
Pensions. 

The  enquiries  came  from  the  Liberal 
benches,  G.  H.  Webster  of  Calgary, 
backed  by  J.  W.  Frame  of  Athabasca, 
leading  in  the  matter  of  the  salt  wells; 
J.  T.  Shaw  developing  the  enquiry  about 
old  age  pensions. 

In  connection  with  the  vote  of  $6,000 
for  express  rate  enquiry,  the  facts  were 
elicited  by  G.  H.  Webster  that  the  Gov- 
ernment was  co-operating  with  the  other 
Prairie  Provinces  and  B.C.  in  opposing 
the  attempt  being  made  to  raise  express 
rates  in  ttie  West.  The  Attorney  Gen- 
eral explained  that  Saskatchewan  desirgd 
to  retain  its  own  lawyer;  but  that  the 
other  three  Provinces  were  employing  one 
jointly. 

SALT  AND  GYPSUM 
RIGHTS  AT  MCMURRAT 

Hon.  Vernor  W.  Smith,  answering  Mr. 
Webster,  stated  with  reference  to  the  salt 
and  gypsum  rights  at  McMurray,  that 
the  Government  had  been  concerned  with 
the  possibilities  in  traffic  development 
there. 

Mr.  Frame  expressed  some  scepticism, 
which  he  said  was  prevalent  in  that  dis- 
trict, as  to  the  finding  of  the  large  de- 

Eosit  of  salt.    Premier  Brownlee  told  of 
aving  met  last  year  in  the  East  the  head 
of  the  Canadian  Industries.  Limited,  w  h<i 
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were  the  representatives  of  the  Mond 
interests  of  Great  Britain.  The  company 
were  so  impressed  with  the  possibilities  that 
they  were  sinking  other  wells  to  discover 
the  extent  of  the  deposit.  The  Govern- 
ment well  had  disclosed  a  stratum  of  salt 
over  two  hundred  feet  thick. 

The  Minister  of  Railways  announced 
that  he  had  only  the  previous  day  received 
a  request  for  accommodation  for  the  head 
of  the  company  who  would  himself  visit 
the  area.  The  Premier  «as  sure  that  no 
p.-i^ftte  interest  would  suffer  through  the 
Gove.-^ment  activities.  In  fact  the  pros- 
pects wp'  Qiat  things  would  turn  out 
very  happily  for  all  concerned.  The 
Government  would  be  saved  the  sum  of 
$200,000  which  would  have  been  neces- 
sary to  build  the  railway  around  the 
promontory  there  to  the  old  salt  well  site. 

Much  amusement  was  aroused  by  an 
interchange  over  salted  wells  and  salt 
solutions  between  Mr.  Frame  and  the 
Minister  of  Public  Works.  Russell  Love, 
of  Wainwright  put  the  matter  into  terms 
which  appeared  to  satisfv  the  member  from 
Athabasca.  He  explafned  that  a  well 
being  drilled  necessitated  the  use  of  water. 
When  the  bit  entered  a  salt  formation 
the  water  became  salty.  This  brine  was 
used  over  and  over  again  in  the  process, 
with  the  result  that  the  uninitiated  visiting 
the  well  might  get  the  idea  that  the  well 
was  being  salted  by  the  water  used. 

The  estimated  requirement  of  SRft^OOO 
under  the  heading  of  Old  Age  Pensions 
caused  some  interrogation  of  K.  G.  Reid 
by  the  Liberal  Leader  J.  T.  Shaw.  Mr. 
Shaw  maintained  that  inasmuch  a?  the 
Jtct  would  not  be  brought  into  operation 
for  at  least  some  months  the  Treasurer 
did  not  need  this  amount.  Mr.  Reid  re- 
plied that  the  requirements  were  being 
covered  as  it  was  not  known  when  the 
act  would  be  in  operation.  If  it  was  not 
spent  it  would  not  be  required.  This 
brought  Fred  White,  leader  of  the  Labor 
group,  to  his  feet  with  a  strong  plea  that 
there  be  no  delay  in  implementing  tbe 
legislation. 

At  a  late  hour  a  start  was  made  on  the 
estimates  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

 o  

Linking  of  Poultry 
and  Dairy  Pools  Is 
Mooted  by  Minister 

Assembly  Spends  Greater  Part  of  Session 
in  Discussion  of  Immigration 

WEDNESDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  Veh.  27.— The  future  of 
the  Egg  and  Poultry  Marketing  Service 
and  .  the  Egg  and  Poultry  Pool  were 
briefly  discussed  in  the  Assembly  today, 
when  estimates  of  the  Department  oi 
Agriculture  were  under  consideration, 
and  the  Minister,  George  Hoadlcy,  men- 
tioned the  possibility  that  the  Poultry 
Pool  would  oe  linked  up  with  the  Dairy 
Pool,  in  which  event  the  Government 
Service  would  cease  to  exist. 

The  Government,  accused  of  being 
instrumental  in  an  attempt  to  nut  the 
trade  out  of  business  through  the  aevelop- 
ment  of  a  Province-wide  system  of  local 
Pool  units,  was  in  this  brief  discussion 
accused  by  the  opposition  on  the  other 
hand  of  trving  to  put  an  end  to  the  trade's 
business  through  centralised  co-operative 
marketing  organization. 

Immigration  in  gaoeral  and  the  scheme 
of  George  Hoadley,  MiBie^'fir  of  Agricul- 


ture, to  bring  British  boys  to  Alberta 
through  the  agricultural  schools,  occupied 
the  centre  of  the  stage  in  Committee  of 
Supply.  Questions  by  J.  T.  Shaw,  C  L. 
Ginns,  and  .lohn  Irwin  in  connection 
with  the  vote  of  $180,075  for  the  oficration 
of  the  schools  of  agriculture  at  Vermilion, 
Olds,  Claresholm  and  Raymond  provided 
the  first  opportunity.  The  mutter  ap- 
peared to  be  sett  let!  for  the  lime  being 
when  the  Committee  passed  on  to  a 
consideration  of  other  items. 

Vote  No  124,  providing  $16,600  for 
"Immigration  and  Exhibits,  Inrjuding 
Premiums  and  Assistance  to  Exhibitors 
at  International,  Royal  and  Other  Shows" 
gave  further  opportunity  which  was 
seized  by  E.  E.  Sparks,  of  Wetankiwin, 
who  made  some  remarks  regarding  citi- 
zens of  foreign  birth  to  which  Archie 
Matheson,  of  Vegreville,  made  vigorous 
replv.  The  subject  had  this  effect  at 
least,  that  it  repopulate<l  the  front  benches, 
which  for  a  small  portion  of  the  after- 
noon had  been  tenanted  only  bv  the  lady 
member  of  the  Government,  Mrs  Irene 
Parlby.    The  subject  was  of  such  im- 

f)ortance  as  to  bnng  the  Premier  to  his 
eet  for  an  able  defence  of  the  policy  of 
the  Government  on  the  question  of  immi- 
gration at  large  and  in  particular  that 
of  the  bovs. 

He  said  among  other  things  that  there 
was  such  insistent  demand  for  'teen  age 
boys  that  no  difficult v  would  be  exjicr- 
ienced  in  placing  two  hundred  a  year  for 
the  next  five  vears  in  good  farm  homes 
in  Alberta.  The  pencil  of  Deputy  Speak- 
er McKeen  remained  poised  the  greater 
part  of  the  afternoon  over  three  items 
and  had  made  no  mark  opposite  the  last 
named  when  the  Committee  reported  at 
six  o'clock  and  the  Speaker  left  the  chair 
till  Thursday  afternoon. 

BRITISH  BOYS' 
SETTLEMENT  SCHEME 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture,  in  re- 
sponse to  a  question  by  J.  T.  Shaw  as 
to  the  education  at  the  agricultural 
schools  of  British  boys  broupht  out  in 
conjunction  with  the  Overseas  Settlement 
Board,  stated  that  the  British  author- 
ities had  no  objection  to  the  idea  of  a 
contribution  being  made  on  their  part 
to  the  overhead  costs  of  the  schools 
which  were  there,  it  was  true,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  people  of  Alberta,  but 
were  available  for  these  boys  also.  The 
only  out-of-pocket  expense  incurred  by 
the  Province  was  the  provision  of  some 
farm  instructors  during  the  months  of 
April  and  May-  Many  of  these  boys 
had  a  scientific  education  superior  to 
that  the  schools  provided  and  only  needed 
the  practical  training. 

J.  T.  Shaw :  "  If  a  profit  of  f.S.OOO  were 
being  made  out  of  the  operations,  could 
not  this  be  turned  back  to  the  Overseas 
Settlement  Board""' 

O.  L.  MePherson  reverted  to  this  later 
in  the  discussion  and  objected  to  the  idea 
being  given  forth  that  the  Alberta  Gov- 
ernment were  profiteerinu  in  the  educa- 
tion of  Briti«h  boys  There  were  direct 
charges  and  there  were  in  a<ldition  over- 
bead  charges  of  which  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  had  responsibility  to  which 
the  Over«ea8  Board  might  properly  pay  a 
contribution  in  the  case  of  these  hoys. 

What  responsibility  did  the  Department 
or  the  schools  accept  on  behalf  of  these 
boys  when  they  went  farming?  a^ked  C. 
L.  Gibbs  fLab),  Edmonton.  That  of 
advisor,  replied  Mr.  Hoadley.  No  boy 
started  at  less  than  110  per  month:  most 
of  them  secured  $20.  The  boy  who  had 
money  of  his  own  presented  the  most 
difficulty.  One  had  bought  a  Cadillac 
car,  which  of  course  created  some  trouble 
at  the  school  in  question. 


Answering  John  Irwin  (Cons.),  Cal- 
gary, as  to  where  the  boys  went  who  did 
not  stay  on  farms,  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture said  that  many  of  these  young 
men  were  skilled  in  other  work.  They 
found  attractions  elsewhere;  for  example, 
one  had  received  an  offer  as  a  watch 
maker,  to  which  trade  he  had  been 
af)f)rcnticcd,  of  $150  a  month.  He  had 
acnepted  the  same  an<l  was  doing  well. 
Others  had  gone  to  B.C.  and  the  United 
States  and  other  f)laces. 

G.  H.  Webster:  "Calgary  has  rceived 
more  than  its  share."  Mr.  Greenfield's 
office  appeared,  said  Mr.  Webster,  to 
have  given  some  of  these  boys  the  idea 
that  they  would  be  assisted  to  the  extent 
of  $2500  to  buy  a  farm.  What  were  the 
facts' 

Mr.  Hoadley  outlined  the  scheme  of 
the  Federal  Government  providing  for 
advance  of  $1250,  to  which  the  Overseas 
Board  would  add  a  like  sum  if  the  young 
man  could  himself  contribute  $500. 

J.  T  Shaw:  Was  this  available  for 
Canadians  too? 

The  Minister  rephed  affirmatively. 

Mr.  Lang:  Were  boys  in  the  cities 
made  aware  of  the  advantages  offered 
throueh  these  school?  Mr.  Hoadley: 
"We  advertize  for  three  months  in  tke 
newspapers."  Odd  boys  from  the  cities 
did  come. 

SPARKS  IS  NOT 
ENTHUSIASTIC 

That  the  basis  of  immigration  should 
be  the  ability  of  the  community  to  asaiBU- 
late  was  the  contention  of  Mr.  Sparks 
when  he  rose  to  8r>eak  in  connection  witk 
Vote  124.  He  thought  the  svgtem  at 
present  in  vogue  broke  down  serioudy 
on  account  of  the  seasonal  nature  ef 
much  of  the  work  for  which  immigrania 
were  brought  out.  Ther»  was  much 
talk  about  prosperity,  but  he  doubted  if 
the  cro()  raised  la.<«t  year  by  the  37  OOt 
I'ool  and  other  farmers  could  have  bees 
profitably  marketed  had  it  not  been  fer 
the  frost. 

lie  was  not  enthusiastic  about  the 
bovs  being  brousht  to  Canada  by  the 
Minister  of  Health.  He  had  b»en  teld 
that  some  of  these  boys  exercise  a  bad 
influence  in  the  community  abent  the 
school  He  had  had  several  British  har- 
vesters on  his  farm  and  had  feund  them 
wholly  unsuited  for  farm  werk.  They 
were  no  doubt  eood  men  in  their  ewn  line 
and  m'lih't  even  be  of  some  value  in  the 
harvest  rush  of  big  wheat  farms,  but  fer 
a  mixed  farm  such  as  those  of  his  dittriet 
they  were  a  failure.  He  did  not  believe 
in  stimulatin;>  immigration.  Let  those 
come  who  would  and  going  more  slowly 
we  should  have  a  nopubition  eventually 
of  w'hich  we  could  r>e  proud. 

Mr.  Sparks  spoke  of  the  European  for- 
eigners who  did  not  de.sire  schooling, 
would  not  join  the  U.F.A.  and  would  not 
co-operate.  Their  women  and  children 
worked  in  the  field  and  the  standard  of 
living  was  lowered  thereby.  He  read 
extracts  from  articles  and  letters.  He  told 
stories  of  hardship  and  tragedy.  lie 
believed  that  these  things  were  due  to  a 
polifv  of  forcina  immigration  which  re- 
sulted also  in  throwing  away  the  heritage 
of  our  children  and  children's  children. 

MATHESON  HAS  PRAISE 
FOR  NEW  CANADIANS 

Mr.  Matheson  said  that  if  the  settle- 
ment  of  this  country  had  depended  upon 
people  who  had  money  to  support  them- 
selves when  they  first  arrived,  settlement 
would  have  been  sixty  vears  behind  the 
present  stage.  These  plains  would  have 
more  buffalo  than  men.  He  denied  tbat 
European  people  did  not  desit*  education.. 
In   his   constituency   were   people  wbi© 
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would  allow  no  educational  opportunity 
to  pass.  He  could  show  the  honoraltle 
member  beau'iful  homes,  fine  farms  and 
great  communities  which  had  been  hewn 
out  of  the  buhh  in  days  "when  the  good 
Canadian  back  was  too  stiff  to  bend." 
He  did  not  believe  in  sinsHng  out  for 
criticism  any  partif-ulnr  race. 

On  the  other  hand  he  did  not  f)elieve 
in  setting  loose  a  crent  mass  of  misleading 
propaganda  among  the  peoples  <>f  Europe. 
This  past  season  h:id  been  hard  on  the 
casual  laborer  Btish  work,  which  usually 
absorbed  quite  a  number,  had  been  ren- 
dered impossible  this  winter  for  some 
months  by  lack  of  snow.  We  had  to 
admit  that  casual  labor  was  inevitable 
in  this  country.  How  should  we  harvest 
our  big  crops?  We  also  needed  immigra- 
tion to  help  us  bear  the  burden  of  the 
great  public  services  which  hnd  been 
created  by  those  who  foresaw  the  future 
development  of  this  great  country 

Fred  White,  Labor  leader,  interjected 
that  a  mass  of  population  did  not  necessar- 
ily mean  high  standards  of  living;  witness 
the  centralizing  of  capital  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Matheson  did  not  think  it  necf  "ary 
that  Canada  should  follow  the  footsteps 
of  the  United  States  in  that  regard.  In 
fact  they,  the  U.F.A.,  were  definitely  set 
against  that  tendency. 

C.  L.  Gibbs  (Lai).),  Edmonton,  did  not 
object  to  people  being  attrticted  to  the 
country  by  its  own  merits.  He  did 
object  to  getting  out  cheap  labor  from 
Europe  fir  work  on  farms  or  construction, 
deliberately  lowering  wage  standards. 
There  was  too  much  ballvhoo  about 
immigration  It  should  certainly  not  be 
subsidized  for  the  purposes  of  profit 
making  corporations,  about  whose  acti- 
vities the  Government  seemed  little  con- 
cerned. 

BROWNLEE  STATES 
GOVERNMENT'S  POSITION 

The  Premier  reminded  the  Assembly 
that  all  this  discussion  had  taken  place 
round  the  question  of  certain  specific 
estimates.  He  took  issue  with  Mr. 
Gibbs.  The  Government  policy  did  not, 
it  was  true,  go  as  far  as  Mr  Gibbs  and 
his  party  would  advocate.  It  was  not 
the  'arge  corporations  only  who  were 
aflTe'  ted;  but  many  humbler  private  indi- 
viduals. He  instanred  the  original  set- 
t'er  on  the  lands  occupied  by  the  Leth- 
bridge  Northern  project. 

The  real  thing  at  issue  was  that  of  boys 
at  Olds.  Last  year  they  had  been  faced 
with  the  problem  of  having  to  take  care 
of  the  biggest  crop  in  history.  The  Mini- 
ster of  Immi'jration  had  consulted  them 
by  wire  as  to  needs  for  harvest  labor.  He 
bad  advised  looking  to  the  United  States. 
His  advice  had  not  been  followed.  He 

freatly  appreciated  the  Hon.  Robert 
orke's  action  in  seeking  to  co-operate 
with  the  Alberta  Government  on  this 
question.  He  also  wished  to  pay  tribute 
to  the  fine  character  of  the  settlers  from 
middle  Eurof)e  to  whom  adverse  refer- 
ence had  been  made  He  had  been  great- 
ly impressed,  for  instance,  by  the  high 
type  of  community  in  the  constituency 
represented  in  this  house  by  Mr.  Mihal- 
cheon.  He  did  not  believe,  however,  in 
the  policy  of  bringing  harvepters  frono 
such  great  distances  as  had  been  done. 

Coming  to  the  subject  of  British  boys 
in  the  schools  of  agriculture,  Mr.  Brownlee 
thought  the  Governments  of  Canada  and 
the  Provinces  should  take  the  lon^  view. 
He,  too,  was  out  of  sympathy  with  the 
demands  of  corporations  for  cheap  labor. 
Yet  it  had  to  be  acknowledged  that  many 
of  the  most  successful  farmers  of  the 
Province  were  immigrants  who  had  come 
with  no  money  and  had  poineered  theic 


way.  He  had  a  personal  preference  for 
boy  immigration.  Large  numbers  of 
boys  could  be  placed  on  farms.  The 
boys  were  there  overseas.  They  had  no 
special  outlay.  They  were  brining 
the  supply  to  meet  the  demand.  The 
same  thing  was  being  done  in  Ontario 
and  in  Australia.  The  British  Govern- 
ment were  more  than  paying  the  cost; 
and  they  were  keeping  the  number 
within  limits  each  year. 

DEMAND  FOB 
B07S  GREAT 

The  Premier  thought  that  critics  of 
the  scheme  might  be  surprised  to  know 
that  the  demand  for  boys  was  so  great 
that  he  could  place  400  around  the  age 
of  fourteen  at  the  present  t:me.  In  fact, 
officers  of  the  Government  could  place 
200  boys  a  year  for  the  next  five  years 
without  difficulty.  Many  of  these  would 
be  adopted  by  the  families  they  entered. 
Surely  it  was  unjust  to  damn  the  whole 
scheme  because  a  few  failed. 

It  was  necessary,  moreover,  to  separate 
the  Hoadley  boy  scheme  from  the 
general  policy.  He  believed  in  keeping 
Canada  for  Canadians,  but  when  he 
looked  out  at  the  /reat  spaces  he  felt 
the  need.  Ontario  was  using  from  1000 
to  1.500  boys  a  year.  He  would  certainly 
give  oil  the  privileges  to  Canadian  boys. 
He  would  also  remind  those  concerned 
that  boys  and  others  went  to  the 
United  States  for  bigger  salaries  and 
shorter  hours  and  other  things.  The 
immigrant  boy  was  not  necessarily  a 
fiiilure  because  he  failed  to  stay  on  the  land. 

Finally  he  would  say  to  Mr.  Parkyn 
and  his  other  Labor  friends  that  they 
had  less  to  fear  from  the  British  boy 
immigration  than  from  anv  other  type. 

The  $16,600  for  Vote  124  was  not 
passed  when  six  o'clock  arrived  and  the 
Assembly  adjourned  for  another  day. 


Ponoka  Discussion  Is 
Cause  of  Some  Heat 
in  the  Legislature 


Gibbs  Moves  Bill  for  Town  Planning  and 
Preservation  of  Natural  Beaaty 


THURSDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  Mar.  1.— Flaring  up 
occasionally  when  the  embers  of  old  fire* 
were  fanned  by  some  seemingly  innocent 
remark  or  some  carefully  framed  question, 
touching  for  instance  the  care  of  the  men- 
tally diseased,  the  Legislature  proceeded 
this  afternoon  and  evening  steadiiv  through 
bills  and  estimates.  Some  real  heat  waa 
revealed  in  the  evening  when  Gordon 
Forster  (U.F.A.),  Hand  Hills,  roundly 
accused  members  opposite  of  dragging 
into  the  Legislature  letters  and  documents 
relating  to  incidents  real  and  imaginary 
in  connection  with  the  mental  hospital 
at  Ponoka,  for  the  purpose  of  malcing 
political  capital  against  the  Government. 
His  charge  waa  holly  resented  by  Mr. 
Shaw,  Mr.  Weaver  and  Mr.  Gibbs.  The 
last  named  Labor  representative  was  him- 
self the  innocent  cause  of  the  outbreak, 
having  raised  the  question  of  more  holi- 
davs,  better  pay  and  accommodation  for 
nurses  at  Ponoka  in  connection  with  the 
appropriations  to  be  devoted  to  that  in- 
stitution. Premier  Brownlee  brought  the 
incident  to  a  close  by  conciliatory  inter- 
vention. 

GIBBS  SPONSORS 
TOWN  PLANNING  BILL 

A  bill  of  some  length  carrying  the 
ambitious  title  "A  Bill  to  Consolidate  and 


Important  Recommendations  re  Grading  of 
Garnet  Wheat 

Grain  Board  Will  Be  Expected  to  Allow  Garnet  to  Go  Into  Same  Grades  as  Marqais 
Unless  Foreign  Millers  Seriously  Object — Test  Shipments  to  Be  Made. 

At  a  meeting  between  officials  of  the  Federal  Departments  of  Agriculture  and 
Trade  and  Commerce,  together  with  numerous  representatives  of  the  millers  and  a 
few  farmer  members,  at  Ottawa  on  February  loth,  it  was  agreed  that  "providing  no 
seriously  adverse  criticisms  were  received  from  foreign  millers,  the  Grain  Board  would 
be  expected  to  allow  Garnet  wheat  to  go  into  the  same  grades  as  Marquis  tor  the  1929 
crop." 

We  are  indebted  to  H.  E.  Spencer,  M.P..  secretary  of  the  U.F.A.  group  in  Parlia- 
ment, for  a  report  of  this  meeting,  at  which  decisions  were  made  which  may  prove  to 
be  of  first  class  importance  from  the  standpoint  of  Western  farmers.  The  entire  dis- 
cussion turned  upon  the  grading  of  this  variety  of  wheat,  which  the  millers  wished  to 
cut  out  of  the  three  standard  grades.  In  this  they  were  unsuccessful.  It  was  sug- 
gested by  them,  states  the  report  received  by  The  U.F.A.  from  Mr.  Spencer,  that 
"possibly  the  placing  of  Garnet  in  a  special  class,  as  is  the  case  with  Kota,  Durum, 
etc.,  and  giving  it  grades  under  that  class,  might  solve  the  problem,  but  this  was 
objected  to  by  the  producers  on  the  ground  that,  in  spite  of  everything  that  could  be 
done,  they  thought  that  mixing  would  take  place.  They  further  pointed  out  that 
increasing  the  classes  meant  more  trouble  for  the  graders,  while  putting  Garnet  in  a 
class  by  itself  would  involve  the  overcoming  of  a  prejudice  on  the  part  of  both  foreign 
and  domestic  buyers,  which  would  be  sure  to  exist  against  a  new  variety." 

Discussion  of  the  relative  importance  of  home  and  foreign  wheat  markets  brought 
out  the  information  that  Canadian  millers  handle  about  one-quarter  of  the  merchantaole 
wheat  produced  in  the  Dominion.  It  was  suggested  that  a  shipment  of  eight  to  ten 
thousand  bushels  of  Garnet  should  be  shipped  to  Britain  and  other  purchasing  coun- 
tries, to  be  sold  to  millers  whose  findings  would  be  asked  for;  and  it  was  further  sug- 
gested that  some  part  of  the  wheat  collected  for  shipment  might  be  used  by  certain 
Canadian  millers  and  th^ir  findings  obtained  also. 

The  Federal  Departments  mentioned  above  will  accordingly  proceed  at  once  to 
secure  the  necessary  quantities  of  first-class  Garnet  wheat  to  make  up  the  shipment 
and  see  that  it  gets  into  the  hands  of  millers  for  the  purpose  outlined.  At  the  same 
time,  samples  of  the  shipment  in  relatively  small  commercial  milling  quantities  will  b^ 
supplied  for  report  to  certain  Canadian  millers. 
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Amend  the  Statutes  Relating  to  Town 
Planning  and  the  PreHervation  of  Natural 
Beauty,  '  occupied  a  large  part  of  the 
afternoon.  C.  L.  Gibbs  (Lab.),  Edmon- 
ton, who  is  sponsoring  the  bill,  explained 
a  number  of  points  in  answer  to  ques- 
tions. It  would  not  conflict  with  the 
powers  enjoyed  by  municipalities.  Its 
provisions  had  been  placed  before  the 
cities  of  Edmonton,  Calgary  and  Leth- 
bridge. 

Answering  Mr.  Shaw,  the  Premier 
stated  that  the  Government  was  not 
planning  to  proceed  in  an^  very  whole- 
sale way  in  the  preservation  of  natural 
beauty.  There  were,  however,  certain 
beauty  spots  adjacent  to  highways  where 
land  was  cheap  and  park  sites  should  be 
acquired  while  there  was  opportunity. 
Mr.  Weaver  said  that  the  Dominion 
parks  were  very  fine,  but  they  were  a  long 
way  from  the  populous  areas  of  the 
Province.  The  Government,  said  Mr. 
Brownlee,  had  that  very  fact  in  mind. 
The  committee  reported  progress  on  this 
bill. 

HOSPITAL  BILL 
PASSES  COMMITTEE 

The  University  of  Alberta  Hospital 
bill  presented  no  contentious  matter  and 
was  passed  through  Committee  with  an 
order  to  "be  read  a  third  time."  It  pro- 
vides for  a  board  of  management  for  the 
hospital  to  consist  of  not  less  than  six 
nor  more  than  twelve  members.  It  also 
provides  for  the  method  and  length  of 
term  of  their  appointment  and  outlines 
their  duties  and  powers. 

During  the  discussion  of  "The  Muni- 
cipal Hospitals  Act"  Mr.  Hoadley  found 
himself  again  the  centre  of  an  attack  by 
J.  T.  Shaw.  Dealing  with  the  powers  of 
the  Minister  of  Health  as  official  ad- 
ministrator, Mr.  Shaw  thought  it  an 
opportune  time  for  the  Minister  to  give 
an  account  of  the  Innisfail  Hospital  situa- 
tion. Mr.  Hoadley  said  that  the  hospital 
was  doing  nicely  now;  and  was  endorsed 
in  this  statement  by  the  member  for 
Innisfail,  Donald  Cameron  (U.F.A.). 
Mr.  Shaw  was  not  satisfied,  and  reverted 
to  reports  in  the  Calgary  papers  of  an 
investigation  conducted  by  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  Mr.  Hoad- 
ley replied  that  changes  in  the  building 
and  other  re-adjustments  had  been  ap- 
proved by  the  hospital  board  itself  before 
it  was  dismissed.  If  Mr.  Shaw  would 
read  the  report ,  then  he  would  know  all 
about  it.  It  was  full  of  detail.  Mr. 
Shaw  persisted  that  the  matters  should  be 
brought  before  the  Legislature  and  the 
public. 

"READ  THE  REPORT" 
DE    ANDS  HOADLET 

"Read  the  report,"  said  Mi.  Hoadley 
vigorously,  "then  go  after  me  again." 
Mr.  Shaw:  "The  Minister  wants  to 
postpone  the  going  after."  The  Minister 
was  not  to  be  drawn.  He  wanted  Mr. 
Shaw  to  read  the  report.  He  would 
state  one  thing,  however,  the  deaths  of 
which  Mr.  Shaw  spoke  occurred  before 
the  Department  intervened  and  were  the 
cause  of  the  Department's  intervention. 

The  committee  rose  to  report  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  read  a  third  time. 

KEITH  SANITARIUM 
FOR  TUBERCULAR  CASES 

Turning  as  Committee  of  Supply  to 
further  consider  the  estimates,  the  legis- 
lators voted  nearly  a  million  and  a  half 
dollars  for  the  Department  of  Public 
Health.  Thd  members  for  Calgary, 
Messrs.  White  (Lab.),  and  Webster  (Lib.), 
were  interested  in  the  vote  for  Keith 
Sanitarium.    Their  questions  elicited  the 


information    from    the     Ministttr,  Mr. 

Hoadley,  that  while  there  were  fifty-one 
patients  now  waiting  for  admission  to 
that  institution,  increase  of  accommoda- 
tion was  only  being  planned  for  thirty. 
He  had  plans  afoot  in  addition  to  give 
grants  to  municipal  hospitals  to  take 
care  of  the  more  advanced  cases  in  nmall 
buildings  attached;  thus  giving  to  the 
Keith  institution  more  room  for  the  most 
hopeful  capes.  Messrs.  Shaw  and  White 
and  Webster  thought  that  the  building 
known  in  Calgary  as  Harvetta  Heights 
might  be  used  for  children  suspected  of 
tuberculosis. 

Another  vote  brought  forward  the  pro- 
posed health  unit  plan,  which  was  de- 
scribed at  some  length  by  the  Minister. 
The  Rockefeller  Institute  would  pay  one 
third  of  the  cost  for  the  first  five  years. 
An  area  having,  for  instance.  Red  Deer 
as  its  centre  and  taking  in  towns  and 
adjacent  rural  parts  as  far  as  Lacombe 
and  Innisfail,  would  be  ideal  for  trying 
out  this  plan. 

MENTAL  INSTITUTE 
AT  OLIVER 

In  connection  with  Vote  612  providing  a 
total  of  84,266  for  the  Provincial  Mental 
Institute  at  Oliver,  Mr.  Hoadley  showed 
that  plans  to  meet  the  overcrowding  at 
Ponoka  of  which  so  much  complaint  was 
being  made  had  been  well  under  way  for 
some  time.  A  buildine  was  now  almost 
complete  whifh  would  remove  certain 
cases  and  administration  offices,  attend- 
ants' quarters,  etc.,  from  Ponoka,  pro- 
viding space  equal  to  a  whole  ward  for 
one  hundred  and  twenty  patients  at  the 
latter  institution.  It  was  planned  to 
limit  the  number  of  patients  at  Ponoka 
to   one  thousand. 

Ponoka  was  again  made  the  subject  of 
debate  in  the  evening  when  J.  T.  Shaw 
asked  about  a  certain  Albert  T.  Erickson 
who  had  apparently  been  illegally  com- 
mitted to  the  institution.  The  Attorney 
General  Mr.  Lymburn  explained  that  the 
man  had  been  wrongfully  committed  by 
his  wife.  As  soon  as  complaint  was  made 
and  evidence  forthcoming  the  man  had 
been  released. 

The  Premier:  How  long  was  this 
bringing  of  the  grievance  of  individual 
people  in  connection  with  this  institution 
where  difficulties  were  an  everyday  matter 
going  to  continue?  He  thought  it  was  be- 
coming ridiculous. 

Mr.  Shaw:  Perhaps  1  had  better  say 
no  more. 

The  Speaker:  The  discussion  is  out  of 
order. 

Turning  to  the  estimates  for  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  once  more,  the 
Committee  faced  the  item  of  $16,600  at 
Vote  124  which  had  been  the  basis  for 
the  lengthy  discussion  of  immigration 
on  Wednesday.  To  the  relief  of  the  press 
gallery  it  was  passed  without  further 
comment. 

DISTRICT  AGRICULTURISTS' 
WORK  COMMENDED 

Gordon  Forster  who  later  in  the  even- 
ing was  to  cause  the  furore  of  the  day 
by  charging  that  political  capital  was 
being  made  out  of  unfortunate  incidents 
at  Ponoka,  said  in  connection  with  the 
vote  for  district  agriculturists  and  boys' 
and  girls'  work,  that  he  heartily  endorsed 
this  policy.  It  had  created  much  interest 
among  the  young  people  of  his  constitu- 
ency and  he  would  advise  every  member 
to  seek  to  secure  one  for  his  constituency. 

A.  L.  Sanders,  of  Stettler,  also  spoke 
highly  of  the  work  of  these  agents.  He 
was  very  sorry  that  the  vote  was  not 
greatly  increased.  They  were  witness  in 
his  constituency  to  its  good  effects  botb 
to  the  south  and  nortlfc  of  tfieir}. 


That  there  wai  a  registered  attendanec 

of  208  and  some  one  hundred  other  viri- 
tors  at  the  school  for  weed  inspectors 
now  being  held  at  the  university  was  the 
statement  given  out  by  Mr.  Hoadley  at 
a  later  stage  of  the  committee. 

The  vote  for  fur  farms  caused  some 
discussion,  it  being  evidently  a  live  sub- 
ject in  some  northern  constituencies. 
Thirty  licenses  had  been  issued,  said  Mr. 
Hoadley.  There  had  been  applications 
for  about  300.  Answering  George  Mac- 
Lachlan  (U.F.A.)  Pembina,  and  J.  W. 
Frame  (Lib.),  Athabasca,  he  said  that 
commercial  use  of  licenses  was  distinctly 
discouraged.  None  were  issued  to  non- 
residents if  known.  No  companies  were 
permitted  to  exploit  lakes  for  the  purpose. 

An  interesting  item  was  that  of  $36,624 
for  travelling  clinics.  Despite  all  the 
implied  criticism  of  the  Minister  for  his 
venture  toward  state  medicine,  not  a 
voice  was  raised  to  protest  at,  this  vote. 
A  total  vote  on  Income  Account  for  the 
Department  of  Public  Health  of  $1,418,- 
840  was  passed.  The  Capital  Account 
items  amounting  to  $26,747  were  held 
over  pending  the  discussion  of  the  Hincks- 
Farrar  renort  on  Ponoka  which  will  take 
place  on  Monday. 

ALBERTA  COAL  IN 
ONTARIO  MARKET 

Dealing  with  the  estimates  of  the 
Executive  Council,  the  Premier's  special 
responsibility,  P.  M.  Christophers  pre- 
cipitated a  discussion  on  the  Ontario 
market  for  Alberta  coal.  He  thought  that 
inasmiirh  af>  the  total  shipment  in  1928 
was  only  half  of  the  shipments  of  1926, 
the  work  of  publicity  in  that  respect  was 
a  failure  Premier  Brownlee  explained 
that  while  trial  shipments  were  being 
made  in  1926  there  was  naturally  more 
attention  to  sale.  In  1927  there  was  little 
interest  in  the  matter  in  Ontario;  so  that  in 
1928  the  work  of  publicity  had  to  be 
built  up  again.  Only  that  morning  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  a  coal  company  in 
connection  with  some  other  matters 
which  made  passing  reference  to  the  great 
success  the  company  was  having  in  the 
Ontario  market.  Repeat  orders  were 
coming  through.  Time  must  be  given 
to  try  out  the  experiment.  He  was 
satisfied  that  the  Province  was  being  well 
served  by  the  Publicity  Commissioner. 

Mr.  White  asked  what  attempt  was 
being  made  to  keep  down  costs  at  the 
Ontario  end.  To  this  the  Premier  replied 
that  it  was  a  matter  between  the  operators 
and  their  agents.  The  Ontario  Govern- 
ment was  passing  an  act  to  prevent  the 
fraudulent  sale  of  inferior  United  States 
coal  as  Alberta  coal.  Answering  Mr. 
Christophers,  he  said  that  one  coal 
company  in  the  Province  had  perfected 
the  process  of  briquetting.  Others  were 
experimenting. 

FORSTER  ENDORSES  QIBBS' 
STAND  RE  PONOKA  STAFF 

In  discussion  of  the  estimates  for  the 
Department  of  Health,  with  especial 
reference  to  the  vote  for  the  Ponoka 
Mental  Hospital,  C.  L.  Gibbs  expressed 
the  hope  that  provision  w*uld  be  made 
for  sick  pay,  more  holidays  and  better 
accommodation  for  the  nurses  there.  He 
instanced  the  long  hours  and  difBcuIt  and 
harassing  work.  Gordon  Forster  took 
the  occasion  to  endorse  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Gibbs.  He,  Mr.  Forster,  had  visited 
the  institution  on  the  previous  Saturday. 
While  on  tour  through  the  building  ho 
had  had  much  conversation  with  the 
attendants  as  to  conditions  and  had  found 
them  very  content  with  their  work  and 
surprisingly  satisfied.  He  did  not  believe 
members  of  the  Assembly  would  care  to 
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itay  there  one  day.    He  found  that  the 

attendants  felt  keenly  the  criticism  to 
which  they  were  indirectly  being  subjected. 
They  only  desired  to  be  let  alone.  For 
his  part  he  was  convinced  that  the  airing 
of  cases  of  trouble  at  Ponoka  had  only 
one  object.  The  occasion  was  being  used 
for  political  purposes. 

A  LITTLE  STORM- 
PREMIER  AS  PEACEMAKER 

Cries  of  "No!  No!"  Calls  to  retract  from 
the  left  of  the  Speaker.  Mr.  Shaw  re- 
sented the  charge.  Mr.  Weaver  also 
rose  to  object.  Mr.  Gibbs  thought  if 
they  were  not  to  speak  about  these  things 
they  might  as  well  stav  at  home.  He  had 
not  meant  any  criticism  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Messrs.  Shaw  and  Weaver  had  received 
many  letters  and  had  many  personal 
interviews  on  these  matters.  People 
were  pressing  for  publicity  in  these  things. 

Messrs.  Breton  and  Sanders  from  the 
Government  side  had  also  received  letters. 
There  were  other  ways  of  dealing  with 
these  things.  Mr.  Breton  had  been  ap- 
proached by  many  inmates  while  at 
Ponoka.  One  man  had  gone  at  length 
into  the  history  of  his  case  but  had 
omitted  the  important  detail  that  he  bad 
killed  a  man  only  a  few  weeks  before. 
Mr.  Sanders  had  received  a  copy  of  the 
Swartzenberger  declaration  a  month  be- 
fore it  was  presented  to  the  Assembly  by 
Mr.  MeCiilhvray.  He  had  laid  it  before 
the  Attorney  General.  Mr.  Sparks  re- 
gretted that  Mr.  Forster  had  seen  fit  to 
accuse  members  of  political  motives.  J. 
W.  Frame,  from  the  Liberal  benches, 
wondered  if  there  were  constituents  of 
Mr.  Forster's  in  the  gallery. 

Premier  Brownlee  poured  oil  on  troubled 
waters  on  the  one  hand.  On  the  other  he 
pleaded  the  necessity  of  verification  and 
careful  consideration  before  making  public 
such  matters.  The  Minister  of  Health 
had  statements  from  several  doctors  show- 
ing that  the  Swartzenberger  declaration 
was  in  point  of  fact  quite  untrue.  The 
woman  had  never  had  a  broken  arm. 
Radio  photographs  proved  it  conclusively. 
He  wished,  however,  that  the  membera  of 
the  Aaaembly  should  feel  at  aU  times  at 
liberty  to  bring  matters  before  the  Assembly 
which  they  felt  it  their  duty  to  do. 

The  Assembly  cooled  off  and  the  time 
for  adjournment  arrived. 

 o  

Education  and  Police 
Estimates  Are  Cause 
of  Some  Discussion 

Scope  of  Debt  Adjostment  Act  ProTisions 
Will  Not  Be  Further  Extended 
Throughout  Province 

FRIDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  2.— Mr.  Baker 
and  Mr.  Lymburn  in  their  respective 
capacities  of  Minister  of  Education  and 
Attorney  General  c&v^e  under  fire  on 
Friday  afternoon  when  the  Assembly, 
continuing  in  Committee  of  Supply, 
came  to  consider  appropriations  for 
their  departments.  Nothing  of  a  very 
debatable  nature  appeared  to  arise  out 
of  the  Department  of  Municipal  affairs, 
the  Minister,  Mr.  Reid^  being  subjectea 
to  no  barrage  of  opposition. 

Among  the  significant  items  that 
arose  out  of  the  discussion  of  the  various 
estimates  are  the  following:  two  additional 
inspectors  of  schools  will  be  engaged 
this  year;  there  in  a  shortage  of  teachers; 


the  system  of  making  loans  to  Normal 
students  is  working  with  conspicuous 
satisfaction;  the  Alberta  Provincial  Police 
dealt  with  15,000  cases  of  breach  of  the 
law  last  year;  there  have  been  occasions, 
it  is  stated,  of  real  necessity  for  the  nolice 
guard  at  the  doors  of  the  Legislative 
Building;  the  application  of  the  Debt 
Adjustment  Act  will  not  be  extended 
to  the  Province  as  a  whole  beyond  the 
present  provisions  of  a  voluntary  sort; 
also  that  the  Savings  Branch  is  being 
operated  more  cheaply  than  any  Govern- 
ment Savings  institution  in  Canada,  if 
not  in  the  world. 

EDUCATION  ESTIMATES 
IN  BRIEF 

The  sum  of  82,444,292  10  will  be  re- 
quired from  income  account  to  finance 
tne  activities  during  the  present  fiscal 
year  of  the  Department  of  Education. 
The  largest  item  in  this  expenditure  is 
that  of  $1,268,407  for  grants  to  schools. 
Next  in  order  is  that  to  the  University 
of  Alberta  of  S525,023;  the  Inspection 
of  schools  costs  the  Province  $132,950;  and 
Institute  of  Technology  at  Calgary  a 
vote  of  $93,150.  The  three  Normal 
schools  at  Calgary,  Camrose  and  Ed- 
monton absorb  respectively  as  follows: 
$42,114;  $29.9.39;  and  $36,139.  Examina- 
tions cost  the  Department  the  sum  of 
$97,690;  free  school  texts,  $45,894  and 
the  education,  maintenance  and  trans- 
portation of  deaf  and  blind  children 
total  $43,050. 

In  connection  with  the  University 
vote,  Mr.  Shaw  said  that  he  expected 
to  see  a  great  advance  in  University 
education  within  the  next  few  years; 
especially  along  industrial  engineering 
and  scientific  lines.  He  thought  the 
Minister  ahould  make  generous  provision 
for  this  and  be  at  least  one  jump  ahead 
of  the  demand.  Mr.  Baker  said  that 
he  would  be  glad  to  consider  the  requests 
of  the  University  authorities.  He  had 
not  found  it  necessary  to  prod  them  as 
yet.  Mr.  Shaw  thought  that  the  salaries 
of  teachers  in  the  Normal  schools  should 
be  high  enough  to  hold  the  most  expert 
educationalists.  He  drew  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  cities  were  paying 
more  than  the  Government  for  pedago- 
gical experts. 

Mr.  Gibbs  brought  up  the  question 
of  practice  teachers.    They  ought  to  be 

Eaid.  Mr.  Baker  said  they  were  paid 
y  the  school  boards  using  them.  The 
Government  gave  the  City  of  Calgary, 
for  instance,  the  free  use  of  a  building 
with  heating,  etc.,  worth  $8,000  a  year 
for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Shaw  thought  the  inspectors 
were  only  modestly  compensated,  that 
the  requirement  of  a  degree  was  open 
to  question  and  that  too  many  of  them 
came  from  the  larger  centres.  He  thought 
the  increase  in  inspectors  ought  to  be  in 
the  country;  not,  as  had  been  announced, 
in  the  two  large  cities.  Mr.  Baker  rephea 
that  while  a  degree  was  no  absolute 
criterion  of  vabie,  it  was  surely  some 
guarantee  in  the  case  of  educational 
work.  He  never  appointed  a  man  who 
had  not  had  rural  school  experience.  By 
the  time  a  man  became  eligible  for  an 
inspectorship  he  had  usually  proven 
his  value  and  been  attracted  to  some 
city  school;  so  perforce  they  had  to  look 
for  him  there. 

Mr.  Giroux  wanted  to  lighten  the 
load  of  the  inspector  in  his  section  of 
the  north  country.  Mr.  Baker  intimated 
the  likelihood  of  another  being  appointed. 

COST  OF 
EXAMINATIONS 

The  cost  ot  exams  coming  in  for  review. 
Sam    Brown    of   High    River  expressea 


the  conviction  that  the  parents  ought 
not  to  have  to  bear  it.  It  was  a  concern 
of  the  state  and  should  be  borne  by  all 
tax  payers.  Donald  Cameron  of  Innis- 
fail  also  found  much  objection  to  this. 
He  thought  that  the  fees  were  at  least 
too  high.  Mr.  Baker  stated  in  reply 
that  it  was  a  question  of  revenue  and 
that  in  any  case  some  small  fee  was 
desirable.  The  cutting  down  of  ex- 
aminations, of  which  he  was  convinced 
there  were  too  many,  was  now  before 
the  committee  on  curriculum.  Tliis 
would  ease  the  burden  of  examination 
coats  a  little. 

Speaking  of  the  number  of  teachers 
Mr.  Baker  stated  that  there  was  a  de- 
mand for  forty  teachers,  in  excess  of 
supply  at  present.  Interrogated  by  Fred 
White,  the  Minister  thought  that  the 
Board  of  Reference  had  a  real  function. 
It  controlled  the  situation  between 
teachers  and  school  boards.  A  teacher 
could  be  dismissed  in  one  of  two  ways: 
summarily  for  cause  and  by  lapse  of 
contract.  He  thought  the  authority 
should  be  vested  not  in  the  Department 
but  in  the  duly  elected  body  of  the  com- 
munity. He  was,  of  course,  as  the  new 
Education  Act  showed,  in  favor  of  en- 
larging the  electorate  concerned.  The 
local  school  board  was  too  near  the 
problem.  Mr.  White  thought  that 
the  Board  of  Reference  should  have 
more  real  powers;  so  that  the  teacher 
should  have  some  court  of  appeal.  It 
was  intimated  that  this  matter  would 
have  a  hearing  later  when  a  resolution 
would  be  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Gibbs. 

$213,000  in  principal  and  $4,679  in 
accrued  interest  was  outstanding  against 
Normal  school  loans  at  present,  said 
Mr.  Baker  in  reply  to  W.  W.  Prevey, 
(Lib.),  Edmonton.  The  account  was 
in  a  very  healthy  condition.  Proper 
security  was  obtained  and  the  money 
came  back. 

LOW  COST  OF  ADMINISTERING 
SAVINGS  BRANCH 

In  the  course  of  passing  the  estimates 
of  the  Treasury  Department  under 
Public  Debt,  Mr.  Reid  stated  that  the 
cost  of  administering  the  Savings  Branch 
amounted  to  only  .16,  or  .17  per  cent. 
The  reason  for  the  light  handling  charge 
was  that  only  one  office  was  used.  Other 
Provinces  opened  offices  in  several  cities. 
He  said  the  outlay  of  $13,000  for  adver- 
tising was  amply  justified. 

The  one  lively  period  of  the  sitting 
was  occasioned  by  the  demand  made 
by  Fred  White,  Labor  leader,  for  greater 
expenditure  in  mother's  allowances.  He 
would  have  the  number  of  police  cut 
down  if  there  were  nothing  more  for 
them  to  do  than  guard  in  such  numbers 
the  Legislative  Buildings.  This  opened 
up  the  whole  question  of  the  Provincial 
Police. 

Mr.  Shaw  wanted  a  definite  statement 
as  to  the  rejection  or  acceptance  of  the 
Dominion  offer  to  police  the  Province. 
The  Attorney  General  countered  that 
the^  had  decided  to  employ  their  own 
police  force. 

Mr.  Weaver:  "Had  the  Government 
taken  into  account  that  the  offer  of 
the  Dominion  would  save  the  Province 
two  and  a  half  millions  in  ten  years?" 

PROTESTS  AGAINST 
PAY  REDUCTION 

Mr.  Pattinson,  Labor  member  for 
Ed  son,  was  interested  in  the  fact  that 
a  cut  had  been  made  in  the  salary  of 
police  on  detachment.  Was  the  Province 
saving  money  at  the  expense  of  these 
men.  The  quarters  for  which  they 
were  now  being  made  to  pay,  in  effect, 
fContiDued  on  pace  in> 
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News  from  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  Head  Office 

Intormttloo  for  Members  and  Locals  laaoed  by  tb«  Pablieity  Department  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 


c/^Ews  &  Views 

The  Chinook  Wheat  Pool  Looal  has 
recently  elected  a  new  chairman  and  8e<  re- 
tary:  Neil  McLean  and  R..J.  Murr,  re- 
spectively. 


Gartley  Wheat  Pool  Local  has  recently 
been  organized  with  J.  Cramer,  of  Meche- 
che  as  secretary;  and  K.  G.  Marsden, 
Box  86,  Munson,  as  chairman. 

Reorganization  of  the  Standard  Wheat 
Pool  Local  has  been  reported  with  the 
following  new  officers:  Se.  retary,  H.  W. 
Larson,  of  Standard;  chairman,  E.  A. 
Wagler,  of  Standard. 

New  officers  were  recently  elected 
by  the  West  Wingham  Wheat  Pool 
Local,  the  secretary  now  being  Burns 
Campbell  of  West  Wingham,  and  the 
chairman,  A.  H.  Hall,  West  Wingham. 

A  district  Wheat  Pool  convention 
for  sub-district  G-1  will  be  held  at  Heath 
on  March  20th  at  4  p.m.  All  Wheat 
Pool  members  in  that  district  are  invited 
to  attend  this  convention  and  take  part 
in  the  discussion. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Alberta 
Wheat  Pool  have  appointed  J.  Jesse 
Strang,  director  for  Cinresholm,  as  their 
representative  on  a  committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  flour  milling  indu8try;  the 
other  member  of  the  committee,  H  E. 
G.  H.  Scholefield,  has  been  appointed 
by  the  U.F.A. 

The  Scoon  Shovel. — On  the  morning  of 
August  30tn,  the  first  load  of  Pool  grain 
from  the  1928  crop,  grown  in  the  Dauphin 
district^  was  dumped  in  the  pit  of  the 
D&uphin  Pool  elevator.  From  that  date 
until  the  31st  of  December,  3,301  loads 
(a  quantity  of  non-Pool  grain  included), 
have  been  handled  in  precisely  the  same 
manner;  this  represents  an  average  daily 
handle  of  31  loads,  some  of  the  "peak 
days  running  as  high  as  113  loads.  On 
September  7th  and  8th,  180  loads  were 
taken  in,  seven  cars  were  shipped  out. 


Chinook  Advance. — Quite  a  large  num- 
ber of  farmers  attended  the  Pool  meeting 
held  in  the  Chinook  Consolidated  School, 
Tuesday  evening,  February  12th.  N.  D. 
Stewart,  delegate  for  District  D-4,  which 
lies  south  of  Chinook,  covered  the  business 
that  has  been  dealt  with  in  the  delegates' 
conventions,  bringing  much  information, 
which  was  both  interesting  and  beneficial 
to  the  Pool  members. 

George  Chard,  field  service  man,  in  a 
very  able  manner,  explained  many  prob- 
lems and  in  a  general  way  gave  a  great 
deal  of  information  that  should  be  en- 
lightening to  every  farmer  He  aldo  an- 
swered many  queptions  in  a  ver>-  clear 
w»y.  No  doubt  the  ne.xt  time  Mr.  Chard 
vinta  the  district,  a  very  much  larger 
crowd  will  make  it  a  point  to  attend  the 
meeting. 

A  \\  heat  Pool  Local  was  formed  so  that 
the  members  may  keep  in  closer  touch 
with  the  local  organization  and  head 
office.    The  officers  elected  were:  Presi- 


dent. Neil  McLean;  secretarv-treasurer, 
Russell  Marr;  directors,  R.  Stewart,  W. 
Isbister  and  Jas.  Young. 


first  Interim  Payment,  1928 
Pool 

Some  Matters  Taken  Into  Consideration 
by  Selling  Agency 

Fnder  date  of  March  Ist  dictribution 
was  made  of  First  Interim  Payment  on 
delivenes  to  1928  Pool  amounting  to  12c 
per  bushel  on  practically  all  grades, 
e.\<ci)t  No.  6  where  the  i mount  was 
10c  per  bushel.  In  All>erta  this  dis- 
tnbulion  to  Pool  meml>ers  aggregated 
approximately  $«,.50tl,000. 

In  setting  this  payment  a  number 
of  features  must  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion by  the  Central  Selling  Agency. 
Since  the  first  year's  operation  of  the 
Pool  it  has  been  the  policy  to  make  the 
First  Interim  Payments  sufficiently  con- 
servative to  permit  the  Selling  Agency 
to  continue  a  selling  policy  that  in  their 
opinion  may  procure  ultimately  the 
highest  returns  to  the  grower,  unhampered 
by  any  turn  the  market  may  take,  when 
a  large  volume  of  crop  remains  un<»old. 
To  pursue  such  a  pohcy  consistently 
throughout  the  who'e  season,  the  .Selling 
Agency  must  be  at  all  times  in  a  «>trong 
financial  and  market  position.  Should 
we  at  any  time  make  too  large  an  Initial 
or  Interim  payment  on  any  grade  the 
net  returns  to  the  grower  would  probably 
suffer  as  a  consequence. 

Further:  it  is  necessary  to  fix  the 
amount  of  payment  serveral  weeks  in 
advance  of  actual  date  in  order  to  take 
care  of  the  enormous  ljil>or  required  m 
balancing  and  closing  the  account.s  of 
each  grower  and  completing  cheques  for 
payment.  The  Alberta  Pool  alone  has 
many  thousands  of  individual  accounts, 
and  with  this  recent  payment  issued 
over  38,000  cheques,  and  the  greatest 
care  must  be  exercised  to  insure  accuracy. 

Careful  ProceHare  Essential 

It  is  absolutely  essential  that  the 
Canadian  Wheat  Pool  proceed  carefully 
and  on  sound  lines  to  insiire  the  safety 
and  security  of  its  members.  Many 
farmers  'n  this  Province  have  only  recent- 
ly joined  because  of  the  fact  tha  the 
Pool's  first  five  years  of  operation  con- 
vinced them  that  the  organization  was 
being  administered  and  conducted  along 
sotmd  business  lines,  and  further  realized 
that  the  Pool's  system  of  orderly  market- 
ing was  sound  in  principle. 

Our  Pool  Directors  had  a  difficult 
situation  facing  them  at  date  of  setting 
this  Interim  payment,  with  Argentina 
coming  on  the  market  with  a  very  large 
crop  uncontrolled  in  its  marketing,  and 
Australia  producing  fifty  million  bushels 
more  wheat  than  last  year.  It  has 
happened  before  where  over-optimistic 
leaders  of  Pool  organisations  in  other 
countries  have  gone  ahead  with  liberal 
early  payments,  only  to  find  that  they 
were  forced  to  sell  he««vily  on  falling 
markets  in  order  to  maintain  the  re- 
quired margin  which  excessive  payments 
had  impaired.  Should  the  Canadian 
Wheat  Pool  be  forced  at  any  time  to 


liquidate  any  considerable  part  of  their 
holdings,  readers  can  well  imagine  what 
effect  it  would  have  on  market  levels. 

The  Pool  is  functioning  splendidly  and 
when  the  crop  season  closes  our  members 
will  have  re<eived  the  best  average  price 
obtainable  on  the  world's  markets  for 
their  wheat. 

Any  delivery  checking  coupons  still 
held  by  Pool  members  should  be  for- 
warded immediately  to  head  office  of 
Wheat  Pool,  Calgary. 


McPhail  on  Payment 

In  connection  with  the  recent  First 
Interim  Payment,  President  McPbail 
stated : 

"I  am  convinced  that  the  Central  Sell- 
ing Agency  is  at  the  present  time  author- 
ising the  payment  of  as  much  money  to 
Pool  members  as  can  be  justified  by  the 
existing  miirket  situation.  We  are  also 
satisfied  that  the  orderly  marketing  policy 
of  the  Pool  is  being  well  adhered  to  this 
year,  even  in  the  face  of  extremely  diffi- 
cult conditions;  and  notwithntanding  the 
disappointment  which  we  realize  will  be 
quite  natund  on  the  part  of  m.any  Pool 
members  at  the  comparativelv  low  price 
level  of  wheat  at  the  present  time,  we  are 
certain  that  the  influence  of  organized  co- 
operative marketing  has  so  far  been 
demonstrated  in  a  very  satisfactory  man- 
ner this  year,  under  the  most  unusual  con- 
ditions which  have  existed." 

 o  

W.  AUSTRALIAN  POOL  SLOGAN 

The  Wheat  Pool  of  Western  Australia 
recently  offered  a  prize  of  $25  for  a  slogan. 
A  large  number  of  slogans  were  sent  in, 
the  judges  picking  the  following  as  the 
winner: 

To  reap  is  half  the  battle; 
To  Pool,  the  victory. 

 o  

MIXING  AND  MILLING 

So  disappointing  have  been  the  present 
financial  return?  from  the  wheat  crop 
that  the  air  is  full  of  suggestions  as  to  how 
the  lot  of  the  producer  can  be  improved, 
says  Th^  Canadian  Milling  Journal.  The 
President  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Can- 
ada, Saskatchewan  Section,  has  advo- 
cated an  abandonment  of  the  practice  of 
mixing;  the  Vice-president  has  started 
discussion  on  the  advisability  of  wheat 
producers,  through  the  Pool,  going  into 
the  milhng  business,  and  the  Provincial 
Government  has  appointed  a  Royal  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  wheat  marketing. 
Unprofitable  farming  is  like  cancer:  no 
one  as  yet  has  perfected  a  cure  for  it. 
Some  day,  perh^s,  they  will.  We  be- 
Heve  that  they  made  a  start  when  the 
Wheat  Pool  was  created.  We  believe 
that  more  progress  could  be  made  towards 
finding  a  solution  for  the  growers'  diffi- 
cultieSj  through  every  farmer  in  the  land 
becoming  a  member  of  the  Wheat  Pool 
than  through  any  other  agency.  We  be- 
lieve that  if  any  solution  can  be  found,  it 
can  be  found  more  easily  by  the  Wheat 
Pool  than  by  any  other  organization. 
Governments  and  educational  organiza- 
tions can,  we  think,  be  of  tremendous 
assistance,  but  a  Wheat  Pool  including  all 
(Contiaoed  on  p»c«  W 
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Red  Deer  Director  Urges  Membership 
Campaign  Before  Spring  Rush 

8o{K«8t  at  Least  Two  Canvassers  Be  Appointed  in  Each  Township 


To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  all 
U.F.A.  Locals  in  the  Red  Deer  Federal 
Constituency: 

Having  been  elected  U.F.A.  Director 
for  the  Red  Deer  Federal  Constituency  for 
the  year  1929;  I  am  taking  the  liberty  of 
writing  you  &}}  a  personal  letter  with 
regard  to  the  membership  drive  the 
U.F.A.  is  putting  on. 

We  have  now  entered  upon  the  twenty- 
first  anniversary  of  our  organization,  and 
we  think  there  is  no  better  way  of  cele- 
brating it  than  by  putting  on  a  very 
intensive  and  thorough  campaign  for 
membership.  In  order  to  do  this  it  was 
decided  at  the  annual  meeting  of  your 
Board  to  put  on  a  systematic  house  to 
house  canvass,  both  for  U.F.A.,  U.F.  W.A. 
and  Junior  members,  and  I  especially 
like  to  impress  upon  you  the  necessity 
of  getting  the  young  people  interested 
because  to  my  mind  they  are  the  real 
life  of  our  organization. 

The  Authorization  Forms 

To  carry  on  this  campaign  more  effec- 
tually it  was  decided  at  the  annual  meet- 
iag  of  your  organization  to  have  Central 
Office  make  out  authorization  forms. 
These  forme  are  now  in  the  hands  of  all 
Local  secretaries  and  it  is  the  wish  of 
your  Board  that  they  be  used  wherever 
possible.  As  these  forms  run  the  life  of 
the  respective  Pool  on  which  each  is  drawn 
they  will  do  away  with  the  necessity  of 
canvassing  for  U.F.A.  members  every 
year.  Any  item  that  a  member  or  a 
Local  does  not  wish  to  collect,  such  as 


Best  Meeting  for  Several 

Years  at  Ewing  Local 

The  most  largely  attended  and  most 
enthusiastic  meeting  which  has  been 
held  at  the  Ewing  U.F.A.  Local  for 
several  years,  assembled  in  the  Ewing 
school  on  February  4th,  states  A.  Mc- 
Cready,  vice-president  of  the  Local. 
A.  A.  McNeill,  delegate  from  the  Local 
to  the  Annual  Convention,  presented  a 
splendid  report.  All  members  were 
invited  to  take  part  in  the  improm(>tu 
program,  and  in  responding,  contributed 
greatly  to  the  success  of  the  meeting.  It 
was  arranged  to  hold  the  next  meeting 
on  March  4th. 

 o  

Locals  Urged  to  Bring  Up 
Membership  in  Wetaskiwin 

General  Constituency  Drive  Later,  bat 
Locals  Asked  to  Do  All  Possible  Now 

To  all  U.F.A.  Locals  in  the  Wetaskiwin 
Federal  Constituency: 

Having  been  eleq^ed  as  your  Director 
for  1929,  I  am  very  anxious  to  get  in 
close  touch  with  every  Local  in  the  Con- 
stituency so  that  we  may  be  in  a  position 
to  co-operate  efficiently  in  a  real  effort 
to  increase  our  membership  and  influence 
during  the  present  year. 

As  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  the  An- 
nual Convention  decided  that  a  mem- 
bership drive  should  be  put  on  this  year. 
The  time  for  this  was  left  to  each  Director 


Local  dues,  ma^  be  struck  out,  and  any 
member  wno  wishes  to  pay  his  dues  in 
cash  alwaj's  has  the  privilege  to  do  so. 

To  carry  on  this  campaign  in  the  best 
possible  way  it  has  been  decided  to 
enlist  the  services  of  all  l-'ederal  Members, 
Provincial  Members  and  their  Directors, 
to  assist  the  Local  U.F.A.  secretaries  ana 
members. 

Two  Canvassers  for  Each  Township 

To  make  this  a  real  membership  signup 
campaign  we  would  suggest  that  at  least 
two  canvassers  be  appointed  in  each 
township.  If  this  plan  is  followed  out 
it  will  only  mean  a  day  or  two  for  each 
member,  and  surely  no  member  would 
refuse  to  give  that  much  time  to  our 
organization.  It  is  my  desire  if  at  all 
possible  to  put  on  this  drive  before  the 
spring  rush  commences,  because  after 
spring  work  begins  people  will  be  too 
busy  and  after  seeding  vacations  will 
start  and  it  will  be  much  more  difficult 
to  make  the  canvass  the  success  it 
should  be. 

Lastly,  do  not  be  afraid  to  call  upon 
your  Federal  and  Provincial  members 
and  Directors  lor  any  assistance  they  may 
be  able  to  render. 

I  am  always  at  your  service  and  will 
be  glad  to  assist  in  any  way  I  possibly 
can. 

Yours  fraternally, 

R.  EYE, 
U.F.A.  Director, 
Red  Deer  Federal  Constituency. 
Penhold,  Alta. 


to  decide  as  to  when  it  should  be  put  on 
in  his  particular  district.  In  our  Con- 
stituency the  time  has  not  yet  been 
definitely  set,  but  in  order  to  make  a  real 
success  of  it  considerable  careful  thought 
and  preliminary  work  is  essentiaL 

To  this  end  I  would  like  to  visit  as 
many  Locals  as  possible  before  seeding 
so  I  may  get  acquainted  with  you  and 
your  problems  and  get  in  a  better  position 
to  assist  you  in  the  U.F.A.  work.  If  you 
are  having  any  meetings  during  the  next 
few  weeks,  which  you  care  to  invite  me 
to  attend,  please  write  or  phone  me  at  the 
earliest  possible  date  and  I  will  attend  if 
at  all  possible.  In  districts  remote  from 
my  home,  it  would  help  considerably  if 
several  adjoining  Locals  could  hold  meet- 
ings on  consecutive  days,  but  in  any 
case,  1  will  do  the  best  1  can. 

Re  the  membership  drive,  I  would  urge 
every  Local  to  go  ahead  and  do  all  they 
can  in  their  own  way  as  it  all  helps  and 
leaves  less  to  be  done  later. 

Remember  that  I  am  always  at  your 
service,  and  it  is  my  earnest  hope  that 
we  will  accomplish  something  worth  while 
in  our  Constituency  this  year. 
Yours  fraternally, 

IIENRV  G.  VOUNG,  Director. 
Wetaskiwin  Federal  Constituency. 
Wetaskiwin. 


Canada's  Federal  Budget  in 
Brief 

Features  of  the  budget  presented  by 
Hon.  J.  A.  Robb,  Federal  Finance  Mini- 
ster, in  the  House  of  Commons  on  March 
1st  were: 

Estimated    revenue   for   year  endins 


March  31,  1929,  $454,942,000;  estimated 
expenditure  $385,160,000,  estimated  sur- 
plus, $69,782,000. 

Surplus  will  be  used  for  reduction  of 
national  debt,  the  total  reduction  for  six 
vears  being  $226,708,000,  according  to 
Mr.  Robb's  statement  in  the  House.  As 
a  result  of  changes  in  taxation,  it  is  esti- 
mated that  there  will  be  a  loss  6f  revenue 
of  $25,000,000  m  the  coming  year.  War 
loan  totalling  $60,000,000  maturing  this 
year  will  be  paid  in  cash.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  net  debt  of  Canada  at  the  end 
of  the  year  will  be  $2,227,068,000. 

Changes  in  Taxation 

The  sales  tax  will  be  cut  from  3  to  2 
per  cent.  Tax  of  one  per  cent  on  insur- 
ance premiums  other  than  life  and  marine 
is  abolished,  as  is  also  the  tax  on  railway 
and  steamship  tickets  and  on  cables  and 
telegrams.  It  is  proposed  to  change  the 
manner  of  taxing  sales  or  transfers  of 
stock.  Changes  in  the  customs  tariff 
affect  34  items,  applying  to  the  following 
among  other  industries:  mining,  horti- 
culture, fishing  and  fish  canning.  Reduc- 
tions in  tariff  on  materials  used  in  manu- 
facturiniz.  Cotton  schedules  and  steel 
and  coal  rates  remain  unchanged,  as  do 
tariffs  affecting  fruits  and  vegetables. 
Tariff  is  reduced  on  side  cars  for  motor 
cycles  and  ozone  generators,  and  chrono- 
meters for  compasses  and  aircraft  entering 
Canada  are  placed  on  free  list. 

The  income  tax  remains  unchanged. 

Federal  expenditure  for  the  coming 
year  is  estimated  at  $391,507,840,  an 
increase  of  $6,355,122  over  the  total  for 
the  fiscal  year  just  closed,  including  an 
increase  of  $1,186,932,  the  total  for  the 
coming  year  bein^  $20,123,378.  Militia 
services  vote  remains  the  same,  but  naval 
and  air  services  are  increased  by  $875,000 
and  $313,432  respectively.  Provision  for 
pensions  is  $43,331,621,  an  increase  of 
$2,904,767.  European  war  pensions  show 
an  increase  of  $3,000,000. 

The  total  estimate  for  agriculture  is 
$8,483,326,  an  increase  of  $1,189,0.55. 

Interest  on  public  debt  is  estimated  at 
$121,880,493  a  decrease  of  $3,642,369. 
Other  decreases  include:     soldiers  and 

feneral  land  $270,000;  superannuation 
81,000;  railways  and  canals,  income, 
$74,939;  mines  and  geological  survey, 
$86,000;  Dominion  lands  and  parks, 
$202,611. 

Provision  for  the  Hudson  Bay  railway 
is  the  same  as  last  year,  $6,500,000. 

NOT  TOUCHING  CAUSES 

"The  burgomaster  of  Frankfort  says: 
'He  who  is  preaching  war  today  should 
be  examined  for  insanity.'  But  no  one 
is  today  openly  preaching  war.  On  the 
other  hand,  notning  or  little  is  being 
done  to  alter  the  conditions  of  things  that 
cause  war.  It  is  the  people  who  refuse 
to  alter  the  conditions  that  produce  war  who 
should  be  examined  for  insanity." — 
Chapman  Cohen. 

Among  important  matters  dealt  with 
by  the  U.F.A.  Annual  Convention  with 
which  we  hope  to  deal  in  oar  next  issne, 
are  the  report  of  the  Banking  and  Credit 
Committee  anA  the  discassioa  npon 
financial  qaestions,  and  the  report  of  the 
debate  on  the  sabject  of  the  Debt  Adjast- 
ment  Act.  The  next  regular  iiiae  will 
also  contain  a  namber  of  contribotioni 
to  the  CorTespondence  section  of  the 
paper. —  Editor. 
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FRIDAY'S  SESSION 
(Continued  from  pat*  13) 
was  often  a  temporary  jail  ai  well  as  a 
home,  and  the  family  of  the  policeman 
had  to  be  subjected  to  the  drunken  talk 
of  a   man   incarcerated   for  the  nieht. 

Mr.  Lymburn  replied  that  the  Police 
Commissioner  was  working  out  a  solution 
of  the  problem  and  endeavoring  to  make 
an  equitable  balance  as  between  those 
on  detachment  and  at  headquarters. 

Mr.  Weaver  thought  it  unfair  that 
men  who  had  been  enlisted  on  certain 
terms  should  have  their  pay  reduced, 
no  matter  whether  the  pay  was  too 
high  or  too  low.  The  issue  of  boots  and 
gloves  had  also  been  cut  down. 

Mr.  Sanders  asked  if  it  would  be  a 
breach  of  faith  such  as  that  of  which 
the  member  complained  if  the  force  were 
disbanded  and  tne  H.C.M.P.  employed, 
as  the  member  had  advocated?  Mr. 
Weaver  had  anticipated  that  question, 
he  said.  It  was  a  matter  of  adhering 
to  the  terms  of  an  agreement  under  which 
the  members  of  the  force  had  undertaken 
to  serve. 

Fred  White  wanted  to  know  if  the 
salary  was  a  mandatory  matter  or  did 
the  members  of  the  force  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  collective  bargaining?  The 
Attorney  thought  that  Mr.  Weaver 
perhaps  could  answer  that  question. 
vVoulu  Mr.  Weaver  as  a  commanding 
officer  do  as  the  Labor  members  suggest- 
ed? He  would  say  that  the  Province  of 
Alberta  had  one  of  the  best  police  forces 
in  Canada,  and  one  of  the  best  paid. 

Mr.  Shaw  had  heard  some  complaint 
about  the  pension  fund.  Ue  had  also 
this  to  say:  that  police  officers  should 
be  instructed  in  criminal  law.  The 
issuance  of  a  warrant  should  be  a  last 
resort.  Reputable  citisens  had  been 
arrested  on  some  flimsv  charge,  and  had 
difficulty  in  securing  bail,  it  was  here 
that  the  Attorney  Genera]  told  that 
16.000  cases  had  been  dealt  with  by  the 
police  with  few  complaints.  L.  A. 
Giroux.  (Lib.),  Grouard,  told  of  a  case 
of  haraship  in  the  police  force  through 
sickness.  There  should  be  provision  for 
an  extended  pay  till  the  discharged 
officer  could  get  other  employment. 

Premier  Brownlee,  who  had  returned 
to  the  Chamber  after  some  absence, 
said  that  all  possible  justice  was  done 
to  deserving  cases.  There  had  even  been 
a  case  where  a  man  who  was  nearing  the 
pensionable  age,  had  misconducted  him- 
self and  was  given  leave  of  absence  for 
four  months  before  being  discharged 
so  as  to  retain  his  pension  rights. 

A.  Matheson,  Vegreville,  told  of  a 
case  where  a  magistrate  had  threatened 
a  prisoner.  The  Attorney  General  said 
he  was  not  responsible  for  magistrates. 
He  would  say  this:  that  they  were 
human  and  sometimes  became  very 
tired  in  their  work  and  therefore  some- 
times erred  in  this  way. 

John  Irwin,  fCona.),  Calgary,  hoped 
the  Government  would  restore  the  police 
■alaries  to  the  former  level. 

The  Premier,  reverting  to  criticism  by 
Mr.  White  of  police  being  kept  on  duty 
at  the  front  door  of  the  Government 
Building,  said  that  the  Government 
might  be  criticized  for  not  having  men 
there  as  a  permanent  policy.  There  had 
been  times  when  but  for  the  quick 
thinking  of  civil  servants  serious  con- 
sequences might  have  ensued.  Ue  per- 
•onally  was  responsible  for  the  two  men 
at  the  front  door.  The  extra  men  had 
been  brought  there  as  word  had  been 
received  by  the  Commissioner  and  the 
Chief  of  the  City  Police  that  there  might 


be  some  disturbance.  An  ounce  of 
revention  was  worth  a  pound  of  cure, 
ometimes  a  sudden  burst  of  excite- 
ment brought  serious  consequences.  It 
would  be  regettable  if  in  a  moment  of 
passion,  because  there  was  not  adequate 
guard,  damage  was  done  to  person 
or  property. 

Mr.  White  in  reply,  thought  that  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  posting 
notices  that  any  overt  act  on  the  part 
of  the  unemployed  would  cause  removal 
of  the  offender  from  the  maintenance 
list,  was  far  better  than  any  show  of  force. 

Mr.  Weaver  agreed  with  the  Premier 
in  the  wisdom  of  preventive  measures. 

Six  o'clock  arrived.  The  Speaker  left 
the  chair,  the  Assembly  being  notified 
by  the  Premier  that  the  Hincks  Farrar 
Report  on  Ponoka  would  be  up  for  dis- 
cussion on  Monday. 

 o  

Allegations  in  Case  of 
Mrs,  Swartzenberger  Untrue 

That  allegations  contained  in  the 
affidavit  of  Carl  Swartzenberger  brought 
before  the  Legislature  last  week  by  A.  A. 
McGillivray,  Conservative  leader,  were 
quite  untrue,  is  proven  by  the  state- 
ments of  four  independent  doctors, 
verifying  the  report  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Cooke 
referred  to  on  Thursday  evenmg  by 
Premier  Brownlee. 

Gordon  Forster  (U.F.A.),  Hand  Hills, 
precipitated  the  situation  which  brought 
out  these  facts  by  accusing  the  leaders 
opposite  of  making  use  of  unfortunate 
incidents  for  political  purposes.  In  spite 
of  demands  to  do  so  ne  did  not  retract. 
The  Premier  advised  Mr.  Shaw  and  Mr. 
Weaver,  who  said  that  they  had  taken 
this  action  in  response  to  letters  and 
appeals,  to  bring  the  appeals  to  the 
members  of  the  Government  in  private. 
No  good  resulted  from  this  pubhcity. 

The  letter  from  Dr.  G.  H.  Malcolmson, 
radiologist  to  the  Royal  Alexandra  Hos- 
pital, stated  that  X  ray  photographs  of 
the  arm  showed  "no  evidence  of  disloca- 
tion or  fracture  of  the  bones  of  the  right 
forearm  wrist  or  hand." 

Dr.  Proctor  of  the  University  Hospital, 
where  the  woman  is  now  receiving  treat- 
ment restoring  use  to  the  fingers  affected, 
reports  that  radio-photographs  of  the 
lower  end  of  the  ulna  or  carpus  show 
no  signs  of  fracture. 

Dr.  D.  E.  Kennedy  of  Stettler  gives 
the  same  testimony  adding  that  there 
was  some  roughening  in  the  joint  area. 
Comparison  with  the  other  arm  showed 
no  difference  between  the  two. 

The  letter  from  the  attending  physician. 
Dr.  Hastings  Mewbum  of  the  University 
Hospital,  states  that  with  proper  treat- 
ment the  temporary  paralysis  of  the 
tips  of  the  fingers  may  be  restored. 

It  is  quite  evident  from  the  foregoing 
that  the  affidavit  which  declared  that 
the  patient  had  lain  abed  for  two  weeks 
with  a  broken  hand  without  attention, 
was  the  fabrication  of  a  deluded  mind. 
Mr.  McGillivray  was  apparently  pre- 
pared to  take  these  as  facts  rather  tnan 
the  report  of  the  responsible  Government 
servant,  Dr.  Cooke,  superintendent  of 
Ponoka.  — N.F.P. 
 o  

PRODUCTION  OF  LEAD  AND  ZINC 

The  total  production  of  lead  and  zinc 
for  Canada  in  1928  is  estimated  at 
168,195  short  tons  of  lead  and  91,912 
short  tons  of  zinc. 


GLIMPSES  OP  LIFE'S  OTHER  SIDE 
(Continued  from  page  2) 
out  doubt  the  parole  system  for  patients 
whose  mental  state  would  beneht  by  a 
return    home   for   week-end    periods  is 
greatly  desirable. 

No  Subject  for  Carping  Criticisma 

That  any  carping  criticism  having  other 
motives  and  objects  than  the  welfare  of 
these  patients,  their  families  and  society 
at  large,  should  be  directed  by  public 
men  or  others,  whether  misinformed  or 
deliberately  bhnd  to  fact,  is  almost  un- 
thinkable. Here  is  on?  of  the  biggest 
problems  of  modern  society.  Here  is  a 
problem  pecuiiariv  incident  to  the  pioneer 
life  and  unusually  rapid  growth  of  this 
Province.  Here  are  seen  some  of  the 
effects  of  the  loneliness  and  isolation  of 
the  frontier  farm.  Here  are  to  be  found 
evidences  of  the  soulless  economic  struggle* 
of  our  competitive  system.  Here  we 
find  the  results  of  courses  of  immorality. 
Here  are  cast  up  the  wreckai^e  of  ages  of 
fierce  strug{,'le.  Two  principal  objects 
must  s«rely  be  kept  in  mind;  first,  to  so 
direct  the  progress  of  society  that  there 
shall  be  less  and  less  need  for  such  insti- 
tutions; second  to  be  prepared  to  spend 
more  money  that  the  treatment  of  mental 
disease  may  have  every  possible  facility 
for  the  restoring  of  even  a  greater  number 
than  the  present  thirty-two  per  cent  to 
normal  conditions. 

For  my  own  part  I  bow  mentally  in 
respect  to  the  men  and  women  to  whose 
care  this  aspect  of  the  hfe  of  the  state 
has  been  committed. 

Let  those  who  will  decry. 


Provision  Is  Made  for 

Re- Classification  of  Lands 

Included  in  the  estimates  of  the  De- 
partment of  Railways  and  Telephones  is 
an  item  for  "Re-classification  of  Irrigated 
Lands"  of  $15,000.  A  question  put  by 
Andrew  Smeaton  (Lab.),  Lethbridge, 
brought  the  reply  from  the  Hon.  V.  W. 
Smith  that  the  colonization  ofiBce  of  the 
Lethbridge  Northern  would  be  perma- 
nent to  this  extent,  that  it  would  be 
maintained  till  the  irrigation  district  was 
put  in  good  order.  The  Premier  supple- 
mented the  information  by  stating  that  it 
might  subsequently  become  a  manage- 
ment office  with  changes  in  personnel. 
The  re-classification  was  made  necessary 
by  reason  of  the  difference  in  location 
and  soil  and  suitability  for  farming  of  the 
various  parcels. 

 0  

NEWS  FROM  WHEAT  POOL 
(Continued  from  page  14) 
growers  in  its  membership,  would  have 
the  machinery,  the  power  and  the  know- 
ledge to  accomplish  any  reform  that  would 
be  of  advantage.  The  Royal  Commission 
may  do  some  good;  the  discussion  of  the 
possibilities  of  milling  may  be  of  service, 
but  if  there  is  salvation  in  sight  for  the 
growers,  it  must  be  through  their  own 
mercantile  organization  that  they  will 
achieve  it«  Their  best  hope  lies  in  the 
extension  and  amplification  of  the  Wheat 
Pool. 

 o  

The  wool  clip  of  Canada  in  1928  totalled 
19,611,430  pounds.  The  Provinces  of 
Ontario,  Queoeo,  Alberta  and  Nova  Scotia 
were  the  largest  producers  in  the  order 
named.  Last  year's  wool  clip  ii  ralued  ftt 
$5,099,000. 
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